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Cleveland Wheelers 50 years old 

 
2008 is our clubs Golden Jubilee year. The club was formed 
following a meeting in Castleton in October 1958. The group 
were members of Redcar CTC who wanted to start racing and 
two are still members today Frank Bradley and Dennis Punshon.  
The club grew gradually over the years to become one of the 
strongest and most active clubs (in my opinion) in the country. 
 
Riders who have excelled include Ron Longmire, John Paling, 
Mike Binks, Robin Childes, Andrew Jackson, Marcus and Daniel 
Smith, Lewis and Richard Meadows and David Daniel.  
 
The next magazine will tell the story of the first years of the 
Cleveland Wheelers. 
 

Dates for Diary 

 
Tourist Trials 
50 in 4 Northallerton    23rd March 9am Marton Shops 
Mountain Tourist 15th June 9am Marton Shops 
100 in 8  27th July 9am Marton Shops 
Rough Stuff  31st August 10.30am Kildale 
50 in 4 Castleton 28th September 9am Marton X Rds 
CWCC Club Events 
21m TT   9th March Stokesley 
Youth Stage Race 30th March Police HQ 
Youth Championship 27th April Police HQ 
25m TT   1st June  Crathorne 
50m TT   8th June  Kirklevington 
17.5m TT  18th June Seamer 
Mike Binks Mem RR 13th July Stokesley 
25m TT   20th July Crathorne 
10m TT   10th August Crathorne 
Hill Climb  5th October Carlton 



Bill Beattie 
 
Former President and Club Vice President Bill Beattie died in 
Hospital shortly before Christmas. Bill who was aged 90. An 
account of his cycling career will appear in the next magazine. 

  
Best wishes go to club member Geoff Reynolds who has been in 
North Tees Hospital since the beginning of December. Geoff has 
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and is currently under going a course 
of Chemotherapy. Good Luck Geoff and we will see you out on 
the bike again soon as well as watching the Boro. 
 

Christmas Day Time Trial 

 
Once again many intrepid folk left behind their Christmas 
festivities to race 9 miles around Newton, Swans Corner, Great 
Ayton. 20 riders were counted out by timekeeper Sherry Binks 
and counted in by Steve Binks ably assisted by number catcher 
Linda Antunes. 
 
1) Richard Meadows  22.18  2) Phil Meadows  23.25   
3) Michael Dales  24.07    4) Dave Kirton   24.51    
5) Steve Murphy      26.03  6) Mike Guymer          26.14  
7) Stewart Tanfield        26.26  8) John Main                  27.03  
9) Andy Fall                  27.30  10) Jason Kotch            28.09  
11) Roger Oldroyd        28.23  12) Ian Holtby                29.04  
13) Alex Hopper             30.00  14) Andrew & Paul Howe30.06  
15) Dennis Punshon       33.13  16) Vicki Howe            34.26  
17) Bryan Marsden        34.58  18) Nigel Hopper           36.48  
19) Keiran Antunes        42.30  
 
Bryan and Margaret then provided Christmas cake and home 
made wine to all present before everyone set off home for dinner. 
£60 was raised from the riders for this event and this was 
doubled by the club and sent to Zoe’s Place. 



 

Dinner Dance 

 
February 15th was the date for this years Dinner Dance and Prize 
Presentation. The venue was again the Legends Lounge at 
Middlesbrough FC’s Riverside Stadium.  
 
Great Britain international and Team Halfords/Bikehut Catherine 
Hare was our Guest of Honour. Following the excellent meal 
Chairman Paul Howe welcomed Catherine and the 140 guests to 
the event. His speech started with a disclaimer as daughter Katie 
had a hand in writing it. Catherine then followed with her speech 
which outlined her career to date including her first Cleveland 
Wheelers time trial ridden in a triathlon outfit! 
 
The winner of the Mike Binks Salver was Bryan Bevis, who in 
his acceptance speech thanked Margaret for putting up with him. 
Another surprise presentation was to the Family Howe who set a 
record in riding the Hill Climb. Paul, Vicky and Andrew all rode 
solo and Katie was with Bryan on the tandem. They all got a 
Mars Bar!! 
 
The evening was another great success and this is due to the 
incredible hard work put in by Bryan and Margaret. Thank you 
Bryan and Margaret. 
 

Report on the “League 2000” Juvenile Cycle Race Series 
for the year 2007. 

Norman Bielby 
 

2007 was our 11th year of the above Series and we again held 12 
events, under the rules and regulations of the British Schools 
Cycling Association, at the “Off Road Centre” South Bank, 
Redcar & Cleveland. 
 



11events were held on Monday evenings (6.45pm to 9.00pm), 
from 16th April to 13th August, with the final event on Tuesday 
28th August.   
 
The format on each evening was the same as in all our previous 
years’   i.e. 
(i) A ‘Skills test’ 
(ii) A one lap (0.7 mile)  ‘time trial’ 
(iii) 5 handicapped Road Races of various distances, each one 
based on a combination of age and ability.  
 
The ‘age categories’ were again split into 5 groups   -    under 16, 
under 14, under 12, under 10  &  under 8. This year no one 
competed in the ‘over 16’ age group. 
 
2007 saw a huge increase in the numbers participating. 
124 individual riders took part in the Series, 50 of these being 
‘newcomers’ to the scene. 
 
On the first night, (16th April) we had a record equalling 65 
attend - what a start! While on the 30th April, an all time high of 
79 turned up   - lock the gates! Including Officials & Parents, our 
“catering girls” had to cope with nearly 200 for refreshments - 
what a hectic night.  
 
Looking at the overall figures, the numbers taking part in each 
age group were as follows:- 
Under 16 - 10, Under 14 - 12, Under 12 - 26, Under 10 - 32, 
Under 8 - 44 
 
37 of the riders took part in 10 or more events in the Series, with 
7 completing a ‘full house of 12’ 
Joshua Teasdale, Jamie Tyerman, Charlie Tanfield, Andrew 
Howe, Jacob Moody, Aaron Preston & last, but not least, Toby 
Tanfield. 

 
 

On Friday 23rd September, a ‘Grand Prize Presentation’ and slide 



show was organised at the Southlands Leisure Centre, Ormesby 
Road, Middlesbrough. Approx. 60 riders attended the 
Presentation, with support from about 90 parents, grandparents 
etc. 
 
This year we changed the format somewhat. Instead of receiving 
a small individual prize + overall prize money + a certificate, we 
‘did away’ with the small individual prize and handed out a much 
larger cash award + the certificate. 
 
The cash awards we present on the evening of each of the 12 
events, (for 1st, 2nd & 3rd in the Handicapped Road Races) are 
deliberately small. The “major cash award” is based on the 
‘Points’ that an individual rider has gained over the whole Series 
i.e. we try to encourage participation rather than winning. 
The total Prize money given out on the evening of the 12 events 
was £360. Whilst the Prize money given out at the Presentation 
night was £1,561. 
 
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in each age group also received their 
Gold, Silver or Bronze medals. 
 
Under 8. Gold - Aaron Preston Silver - Toby Tanfield     Bronze - 
Ben Moody. 
 
Under 10 Gold. – Charlie Tanfield Silver – Matthew Worton    
Bronze – Jacob Moody 
 
Under 12. Gold. – Harry Tanfield     Silver.  – Alex Hopper     
Bronze. -  Keir Parker-Mian 
 
Under 14. Gold. -  James Rowland      Silver.  -  Alistair 
Rowland.       Bronze - William Brown 
 
Under 16. Gold.  – Alex Stainsby.    Silver. -  Stephen Betterton.       
Bronze.  -  Matthew Woods 
 
The winner of the “Paul Curren Trophy”, presented to the rider 



with the greatest improvement in their ‘Time Trial’ time over the 
12 events of the 2007 Series, was awarded to Samantha Verrill. 
 
From our humble beginnings in 1997, when 28 individuals took 
part, we have steadily grown over the years. The table below 
shows the numbers involved over the last 11 years. 
 

Year Total number of 
riders participating 

Average number 
attending each 

night 
2007 124 65 
2006 108 54 
2005 105 49 
2004 73 38 
2003 66 35 
2002 76 37 
2001 82 37 
2000 58 29 
1999 48 24 
1998 53 22 

1997  ( only 6 
events ) 

28 19 

 
The only current rider taking part, who participated in 1997, is 
Josef George - debut at 5 years old. From a very small boy, he 
has grown to a giant six foot plus! Well done to Josef, an 
exceptional achievement. 
 
Other notable names in the first 9 years of the Series, who are 
either still ‘taking part’ or have moved to the bigger cycling 
world, are :- 
 
Debut year - 1997. 
Simon  Whitfield  (age 9 ),  Michael  Smart  (8),  Luke  Willis  
(8), Hannah  Conlin (9), Ethan Conlin (6) 
 
 
1998. 



Lewis  Meadows  (11),  Richard  Meadows  (8),  Alex  Stainsby  
(6), Matthew  Kipling, Richard  Kipling, 
Kimberley Walsh, Wade Goodall (10). 
1999. 
Stephen Betterton (8), Catrina Betterton (5), Craig Anderson 
(11). 
2000. 
Simon Baxter (13) 
2001. 
William Brown (8), George Brown (5), Ashleigh Huntsman (6), 
Sophie George (4), 
Alex Kay (10), Emily Kay (5), Olly Kay (3) 
2002. 
Zoe  Raw  (10),  Kirsty  Raw  (7),  Megan  Raw  (6),  Rhys  
Batey  (7) 
2003. 
Harry  Tanfield  (8), Charlie  Tanfield  (6),  Anna Betterton  (5),  
Matthew  Worton (5), Neave  Huntsman  (4),  Jack  Rees  (14) 
2004. 
David  Daniell  (14), Andrew Howe  (9), Katie Howe  (8), Toby  
Tanfield  (4),  Ross  Turner  (3), Sam  Jemson  (5),  Danny  
Ammor  (4),  James  Edmond  (7),  Flynn  Middlemas  (8) 
Jake Slack (6), Chloe Slack (4), Jordan Funk. 
2005. 
Matthew  Woods (13), Daniel  Brown (13), Emma  Thompson 
(11), Stephanie Dawson (11), Alex  Hopper (10), Joshua  Moody 
(10), Kris Verrill (10), Thomas Locker (9), Kier Parker-Mian (9),   
Jamie Tyerman (9), Simon  Knapp (8), Natasha  Thornton (8), 
Tom  Sullivan (7), Peter Dawson (7), Jacob  Moody (7), Jack  
Nelson (7), Harry  Tyerman (6), Thibould  Bailey (6), Aaron 
Preston (5), Katie  Thornton (5), Samantha  Verrill (5), Ben  
Moody (4), Aube  Bailey (4). 
 
We have a ‘hard core’ of Officials and Tea Ladies who have 
assisted in the running of the Series for the last eleven years. 
These have been supplemented by Mams & Dads who have 
‘helped out’ as the number of riders has grown. 



Since 2002, we have compiled a list of helpers and officials who 
have volunteered, pre-season, to assist over the 12 events - 10 
officials per night are required. In 2007 the numbers involved 
over the Series has grown to 24 + half a dozen ‘floaters’ who are 
called up at the last minute should they be required. Without this 
seasonal help, the system would just not work   -   many thanks 
to all concerned.  
 
In the early days, Steve Binks and I would sort through the Time 
Trial results and ‘handicap’ the Road Race positions ‘by hand’   - 
a hectic 20 minutes or so sifting through 20 to 30 riders. Since 
then we have acquired a lap top computer, into which Derek 
George feeds the Time Trial results and at the click of a button 
we have the ‘fastest to slowest’ positions of 79 riders - the 
wonders of modern technology! 
 
The dates for the 2008 Series are as follows: - 
April  21st  &  28th,  May  12th & 26th, June  9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th,  
July  14th & 28th, August  11th &  18th. 
 
So if any parents / grandparents would like to bring their 
‘offspring’ along you would be very welcome. 
Generally 3 years to 16 years, with special provision for 16 to 18. 
The Series is primary a ‘fun night’ for riders, on a circuit free 
from traffic - but invariably windy! 
 
I would like to thank the following organisations that gave 
financial support to the Series; your generous donations were 
very much appreciated and helped in the ‘day to day’ running 
costs of the ‘League 2000’. 
 
Teesside Cycling Association (now defunct), Cleveland 
Wheelers Cycling Club, Stockton Wheelers Cycling Club 
British  Cycling – North East  Division, Hartlepool  Cycling  
Club, Individual  Members of the Teesside Cycling fraternity 
 
To ‘Teesside Karting’   -   many thanks for your co-operation in 
the use of the track facilities. 



 
Thanks to all the boys & girls who participated in the Series and 
to all the Mams, Dads, Aunts & Uncles, Grandparents who 
brought them along and gave great support. To the Tea Ladies - a 
special thank you for providing an excellent service. 
 
The 2007 Series again exceeded all our expectations. The 
average of 65 riders per night was an excellent turn out and the 
124 individuals who took part over the Series hopefully had a 
‘fun night out’. 
 
We now look forward to 2008 and to enticing even more new 
faces to the cycling scene. 
 

League 2000 (The Dreaded First Day) 

Sherry Binks 
 

Everyday for the past ten years, we have had a ‘dreaded day’.  
Last year it was Monday 16 April, otherwise known as the first 
League 2000 meeting of the season. 
 
Pat and Norman have their own fears, Pat probably worries over 
milk, biscuits, Mars bars, and how clean the place will be! 
Norman probably worries over the marshals and weather, and 
believe me, we all worry over how many will turn up on the 
night.  Over the years we have often wondered how many 
children would prove to become too many to safely handle.   
 
Me? Well I worry over the computer, the printer, and whether or 
not I will get all the children signed on, will the parents 
remember to bring the entry forms, will I manage to get forms 
and entry fees to tally, and most importantly of all, will I manage 
to keep smiling, however, this inevitably depends on the type of 
day I have had a work! 
 
Last year, I managed to keep a diary of my day, just to give 



people an idea of why the first League 2000, causes anxiety. 
 
My day starts at 6.45am, when Stephen brought my breakfast, 
(yes, I do get breakfast in bed everyday, I know, I’m spoilt).  
7.39am drop Stephen off at Vancouver House and then park car 
at the surgery. 7.45 switch my PC on and make coffee and   
proceed through the usual Monday morning routine of talking to 
early shift staff over weekend activities and football results 
(wasn’t good this week, we were beaten 4.1 by Aston Villa 
again).  Finally at 8.15 I settle down at my desk to finish the 
COPD (that is Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease in 
English) which I started on Thursday and I have promised myself 
I will finish today. 
 
10.45am finished it, yippee, coffee time and a chat to the late 
shift staff.  Spend the rest of the morning reading irrelevant e-
mails, I hate NHS e-mail, however there was one from the 
Primary Care Trust asking for an audit to be carried out and 
submitted by Tuesday 10 April, only problem was the email was 
dated the 13th, (I love the NHS, I do) and no, it wasn’t a mistake 
on the date. 
 
My mother called in at 12.10 for a chat, but she didn’t stay long 
as I had to coax one of the computers into working correctly at 
12.20.  1pm the secretary hands in her notice, and I spend the rest 
of the afternoon talking to senior receptionist about reshuffling 
the staff.  Somewhere around about 3pm I realise that I haven’t 
had lunch yet, this is usual, I never seem to get lunch properly, 
never mind, hope to be finished by 4pm. 
 
4.10 Stephen calls, its home time, pick him up and make it home 
for 4.30, quick bite to eat and because we were home early, I had 
time to get changed, 5.15 we are out again on our way to South 
Bank. 
 
5.30 at South Bank, Pat and I are surprised to find the room 
reasonably clean, Bryan and Margaret arrive, Norman and 
Stephen are late bringing the tables, hence we are late setting up.   



 
Stephen had previously assured me that he had emailed everyone 
with entry forms and parent behaviour forms and that it shouldn’t 
be a problem this year, but should I need any, they were on the 
memory stick.  Thank goodness Norman had printed out lots 
forms, because very few parents had actually brought the 
completed forms.  The next hour or so went by in a blur of 
handing out forms and pens, checking forms (it’s surprising how 
many parents struggle with age on 1st Sept 06).  Signing on, 
handing numbers out, and taking money, and trying to ensure 
that if parents were signing more than one child on, that the right 
child has the right number on.  I am also supposed to transfer 
info to the computer, and write names and numbers on to result 
sheet.  I gave up trying to add info to the computer until help 
arrived, namely Stephen and then Derek George.   
 
Lesley Meadows has arrived to help with the drinks, Stephen, 
Norman and Bryan go out to start the racing, and Derek and I are 
still signing on, and rapidly running out of entry forms.  Parents 
are coming in and asking if there is any chance of a hot drink, 
which reminds me, I haven’t had a drink since early afternoon.  
After asking several times, Lesley kindly hands me a coffee, and 
still children arrive to sign on.  Finally no more children appear, I 
now have time to realise that at one stage I completely lost track 
of the entry fees, Derek kindly tries to count the money, while I 
write up the result sheet, eventually Derek gives up counting, as 
Pat and Lesley are harassing us, they want us to move, they need 
the table for the orange juice.  The children are coming in for 
drinks already, I am sure they haven’t done both time trial and 
obstacle course, but the children insist that they have.  I carry on 
writing up the result sheet using the floor, Derek fixes laptop to 
printer. Pat asks if the entry money matches, Derek and I laugh 
as I have to own up to Pat, that if that money matches the number 
of entries, it will be nothing short of a miracle, as I completely 
lost track of it, it takes Pat a couple of attempts, but, eventually 
she announces money and entries match.   
 
To my dismay, Stephen is back with the first time trial results, he 



and Derek do the necessary with the laptop, I write the first set 
on sheet, Norman comes in, with Stewart Tanfield, who appears 
to be one of the helpers tonight. I get the four of them a hot drink, 
Margaret Bevis is struggling to lift an extremely large teapot, and 
then I retire to the kitchen and do some washing up and drying of 
cups. 
 
Its 8.30pm and I am feeling tired, I grab a chair for a few 
minutes, and a coffee.  While sitting I take an advert for the 
Spokesman, a parent comes in asking for a club shirt for his son, 
we then tidy up and pack everything away.  Some of the younger 
children come in to ‘entertain us’ this usually involves where 
they finished, how the race went, and if they were in the top 
three, how much money do we think they have they won, don’t 
be deceived by those angelic faces, they are a mercenary little 
bunch!  Numbers are collected in and Mars bars handed out, a 
final tidy around, quick discussion on how the night went, and 
guess what? This was a record number for a first night, 65 
competitors. 
 
9.15pm we are home, kettle on, Stephen starts work on the 
results, 9.30pm 14 hrs after leaving home for work, my shoes are 
off, collapsed on bed with a cup of tea, on reflection, it was a 
reasonable day at work,  tonight proved to be hectic, but good, no 
crashes and everyone seemed to leave happy, tired but happy.  I 
resolve that next year I will send out the entry forms every week 
for six weeks prior to the first night, in fact, make that every day, 
it would make the first League 2000 night easier.   
 
 

Teesdale Torture  

Bob Goodall 
 
One fine day I drove to Richmond where I changed to two 
wheels.  Wall to wall sunshine and a not too cool breeze 
promised perfect cycling weather. 



 
The route around Lower Teesdale is only about 30 miles but 
there is not a flat stretch longer than 30 yards!  One 
compensation for such a tough circuit is a lack of traffic – not 
one vehicle passed by for half an hour. 
 
The delightful village of Barningham (with a stone circle) is 
perhaps not the best appreciated by bicycle, coming half way up 
a two-mile climb.  But this was just a warm up for the monster 
now appearing on the horizon. 
 
The Stang is just in Durham and its summit crosses the 500 metre 
contour.  The only comparison with the North York Moors, with 
nowhere near the same altitude, would be Clay Bank with 
Rosedale Chimney tacked on top. 
 
Having climbed plenty to reach empty moor land, the two-mile 
ascent starts at the lonely cottage, appropriately named ‘Stang 
Foot’.  Sweat stings eye, gradient stings legs – yes sir, that really 
Stang! 
 
The three mile descent is probably easier that my ascent of the 
North Face of The Stang, but I did see a well equipped walking 
up. 
 
At the junction with Arkengarthdale, an octagonal powder-house, 
dating from 1800, stands in splendid isolation in the middles of a 
field, evidence of lead mining. 
 
Another long, exhilarating drop brings me to Reeth, chocka with 
cars, so I took the quieter (and more masochistic) back road from 
Farmington to Marske.  The only flat bit on this stretch is the 
beck bridges between 1 in 5 banks.  I am pleased to see Marske – 
nowhere near the sea, and just have the last unwelcome climb of 
Gallowgate in Richmond to finish me off…… 
 
 

 



TIME MARRERS! 

 
Pin back yer lug-holes and let me tell, 
The canny tale of the Beaumont Belle. 
(Don’t be daft man, that’s me bike!.... 
But ye can caal me that an’ aal if ye like!) 
 
Ye must admit we’re a bonny sight, 
As we travel alaang at the speed of light 
Folks stop and stare as we gan by,  
Aaam as prood as punch as aa catch their eye. 
 
Aa’d like to gae them a royal wave, 
And mebbe bow me head aal brave, 
But dashin’ in and oot o’ cars 
Aa dorsn’t tek me hands off the handle-bars! 
 
      Ellen Beaumont 
 

For Sale 

Pinarello Galileo Frame. 
50cm, Red/Blue 
Comes with Pinarello Meta carbon forks 
Pinarello carbon seat pin & ITM Millennium stem 
Absolutely mint  £400 
Tel 01287 639179 or email jim.hartland@ntlworld.com 
 
 
The next issue will be in June. Any articles to be in by Mid May 



 
CLUB OFFICIALS 2007/2008 

 
President   Norman Bielby 
 
Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 
Chairman Paul Howe, High Bracken Hill, Chop 

Gate TS9 7LL, 01439 798487 
 
General Secretary  Stan Douthwaite, 10 Ostler Close, Ingleby  

Barwick Tel 01642 761338 
 
Social Secretary &  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, 
Membership Secretary  Guisborough Tel 01287 633087 
 
Treasurer   Pat Bielby, 4 Edinburgh Close, Nunthorpe  

Tel 01642 315797 
 
Racing Secretary &  Steve Binks, 116 Park Ave, Teesville 
Youth Development Officer Tel 01642 297657 
 
Committee Members Norman Bielby, Derek George, Maureen  

Daniel, Bill Millen, Mike Cole, Nigel Hopper 
 

Spokesman Team  Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Derek George 
 
Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 3 13285 
www.clevelandwheelers.com 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is 
devoted to the well-being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts 
that you would like including please contact Steve or Sherry, 
s.binks@ntlworld.com or Derek George on 01287 280960 
derek@league2000.co.uk 


