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Dates for Diary 

 
The Club’s 50th Anniversary celebration will be held at 
Kirkleatham Museum Exhibition Hall on Sunday October 19th 
11am – 2pm. 
 
Cost of the buffet meal will be approximately £11 per ticket and 
will be available from committee members soon. Bar facilities 
will be available, car parking is good and there are facilities for 
cycle parking if you decide to cycle to Kirkleatham. No tickets 
will be available on the day pre booking is essential. 
 
The Guisborough Forest Festival again takes place on Sunday 
14th September, 10am-4pm.at the Pinchinthorpe Walkway 
Centre. There are a lot of events for the family and the club will 
again have a P. R. stand. 
 
Centre Square Middlesbrough (Near MIMA) is the venue for 
BikeFest on June 29th where the club will again be promoting 
cycling. 
 
The Bring and Buy (plus exquisite cake) fair will again be held at 
Stokesley Town Hall on October 31st from 7pm till 9.45pm. 
Entry fee 50p more details from Bryan Bevis 01287 633087. 
 
Tourist Trials 
Mountain Tourist 15th June 9am Marton Shops 
100 in 8  27th July 9am Marton Shops 
Rough Stuff  31st August 10.30am Kildale 
50 in 4 Castleton 28th September 9am Marton X Rds 
CWCC Open Events 
17.5m TT  18th June Seamer 
Mike Binks Mem RR 13th July Stokesley 
25m TT   20th July Crathorne 
10m TT   10th August Crathorne 
Hill Climb  5th October Carlton 



We are holding Coaching sessions for the younger members in 
Albert Park every Saturday morning. The normal start time is 
9.30 and the sessions normally last 1.5 hours. 
The AGM will be held in late August/early September Any 
items for the agenda should be sent to Stan Douthwaite by 
the end of July 

Birthdays 

Bob Goodall was 60 on May 2nd, and Sherry Binks is ?? on July 
4th. Happy Birthday to both. 

W.H. (Bill) Beattie   (1912 – 2007) 

Norman Bielby 
 
I first came into contact with ‘Bill Beattie’ in 1960, when I 
started cycle racing in Time Trials on Teesside. 
‘Bill’ was one of the Timekeepers in a Middlesbrough Co-op 
event and the other riders at the time said  “he had been a good 
rider in the past !” 
Looking through pre-war and post-war archives, which have 
come into my possession, this now seems somewhat of an 
understatement. 
 
The records show that he started cycle racing in Time Trials in 
1932. 
His first cycling club appears to be Middlesbrough Co-op from 
1932 to 1939, a club with a huge membership, in the region of 
250 by all accounts. In the ‘war years’ he joined Stockton 
Wheelers, whilst from 1945 to 1946 he wore the colours of 
Cleveland Road Club. The final years of his racing career were 
spent with Thornaby Wheelers. When Cleveland Wheelers were 
formed in 1958 he became our first President  within a few years. 
 



It is from these ‘scrap book records’ of National and local 
cycling events that  ‘Bills’ cycling exploits unfold. 
 
From 1932 to 1934, he is shown to be ‘making his mark’ in the 
Time Trial scene  - recording placings in the top three of local 25 
mile races. In 1935 and 1936, he is virtually unbeatable in the 
North of England, recording numerous ‘firsts’ at distances from 
25 miles to 100 miles. 
An outstanding performance in 1935, was in the Stockton 
Wheelers 50 mile event, when he won the ‘Dave Evans 
Memorial Cup’ in a time close to the course record. The local 
sporting Press headlines called it “ a Brilliant Cycling Feat by 
W.H.Beattie”. 
 
His prowess at cycling was noted in a 1935 special article in the 
Press. 
It states that ‘he has been making improvements at all distances 
in the 4 years of racing’.  He attributes this to a set programme of 
training carried out as conscientiously and regularly as his work 
will permit. 
A plater by trade, at “Dorman’s Bridge Yard”, Bill is fortunate in 
that his position provides regular day work, and does not involve 
the ‘night shifts’ that hold back many a promising working lad. 
 
During the season he goes to bed about 10 o’clock, so that he can 
get eight and a half hour’s rest, which he believes is essential for 
complete fitness. Training and racing come very easily to him. 
The general training programme is something like this: Monday, 
half an hour’s physical jerks, followed by massage, and the rest 
of the day “easy”. Tuesday, 35 miles training spin. Wednesday, 
an easy 35 miles.  Thursday, a 35 mile training spin. Friday, 
exercises and massage. Saturday, a gentle ride !    Sunday, a 100 
mile ride with the “lads.” 
Bill is twenty-three years old at this time, and needless to say ‘is 
single’. 
 
The article goes on, Bill is a great clubman, and likes to do a spot 
of youth-hostelling when time permits ! 



He has done a good bit of touring, having visited Wales, 
Scotland, Devon, and Kent.  Apart from cycling, he has no 
particular hobby! Keen and conscientious in his living and 
training, Beattie intends to travel far and fast in our game.     You 
can always recognise him on the road by his little white silken 
neckerchief. 
 
In the Teesside ‘Best All Rounder’ competition, which is the 
average speed over 25 miles, 50 miles & 100 miles, he finished 
2nd in 1934 and 3rd in 1935. 
 
He also tried his hand at ‘tandem racing’ and in 1935, along with 
Sid Barras (senior), they set the 25 mile record (out & home) at 
55 mins 46 secs. This time was only beaten in 1969 on roads of 
vastly different quality to that of 1935. 
 
In the years 1937 and 1938 he didn’t dominate the racing scene, 
although his name keeps appearing in 11th & 12th  positions  -  
maybe he had to work  “the nightshift”. 
 
At a Middlesbrough Co-op  cycling club presentation night in 
1939 (300 attended), it was recalled that he still held the club 
records for 50 miles at 2 hours 13 mins. 26 secs. (set in 1935) 
and for 12 hours at 235 miles 580 yards.When you consider, that 
the events in those days were held on roads that were country 
lanes compared to today’s dual carriageways and the ‘racing 
machines’ had a single gear, fixed wheel, then you can appreciate 
the tremendous athletic achievement. 
 
The ‘war years’ obviously interrupted everyone’s activities, but 
events still took place spasmodically. After the war Bill seems to 
have been rejuvenated ! 
 
From 1945 to 1949, he once again starts to dominate the ‘Result 
sheets’ of events. Throughout the summers of these years his 
name appears in the first 3 of countless events. 
Now in his mid thirties, he is obviously stronger, taking part most 
weekends and travelling further a field. 



In 1946, Huddersfield Road Club 100 mile - 3rd place. 
‘National’ 100 mile - 8th place,    Leeds Road Club  50 mile  -  8th 
place. In 1948, National  100 mile  -  4th place  (just outside a 
medal) 
 
His ‘best’ 25 mile time in this period appears to be 1 hour 1 mins 
24 secs. in 1949, whilst a 50 mile time of 2 hours 7 mins. 36 secs. 
is recorded in 1948.    The local Evening Gazette said, “this was 
Beattie’s best ever 50”. 
 
The ‘sports headlines’ for the Teesside Cycling Association 100 
mile in 1949 heralded that  “ Beattie was never in danger of 
being beaten, he marked himself as the strongest rider in the 
area”. His time of 4 hours 34 mins. 33 secs. was accomplished 
with the last 20 miles  into the teeth of a gale force wind. 
 
Over this period he is ‘crowned’ the Teesside ‘Best All Rounder’ 
in 1945, 1946, 1948 & 1949   -   a King of cyclists indeed.His 
accomplishments in the sport of cycling are breathtaking,  over a 
period of 10 years (pre-war & post-war) he dominated the North 
East cycling scene. 
 
He certainly had  “ been a good rider in the past”. 

Racing Results 

The club has organised 3 events in the last quarter, 21 mile TT, 
and 2 youth events at the Police HQ.. 

This is the report from the second of the Police HQ events. 

A wet morning greeted the riders for the CWCC Crit which 
incorporated the North East Youth Championships.  
 
In the under 12's race (Cats C/D/E) 5 riders immeadiatly broke 



away from the bunch Charlie Tanfield Cleveland Whs, Christian 
Braybrook Eastlands Velo, Ale Braybrook Eastlands velo, 
Matthew Worton Stockton Whs and Morgan Smith Hetton 
Hawks. another group of 4 riders formed behind, Katie Hwe, 
Cleveland Whs, Jacob Moody, Thomas Mein and Joe Mann all 
Hetton Hawks.  
 
With 2 miles remaning in the 7.5 mile race Morgan lost contact 
with the front group  leaving 4 to fight the finish and in a very 
close sprint Charlie Tanfield crossed the line 1st  
Club Placings. 
1st Charlie Tanfield  Cleveland Whs (C)  
6th Katie Howe Cleveland whs (C)  
14th Toby Tanfield Cleveland Whs (E)  
16th Laura Kotch Cleveland Whs (D)  
 
North East Divisional Championship GOLD Charlie Tanfield   
SILVER Matthew Worton  BRONZE Morgan Smith  
In the under 16's race (cats A/B) 14 riders faced the starter with 
the rain still coming down. The 19.5 mile race settled down in to 
a good pace with attacks being tried all the time. Only one 
succeded for a short time with Joshua Teasdale dangling about 
25 metres off the front for 4 laps. The rest decided that was 
enough.  
 
9 riders fought out the sprint again closely battled.  
Club Placings. 
1st Jack Penrice Sport City Velo (A)  
2nd Harry Tanfield Cleveland Wheelers (B)  
5th Alex Hopper Cleveland Wheelers (B)  
11th Andrew Howe Cleveland wheelers (B)  
13th Keiran Antunes Cleveland Wheelers (B)  
North East Divisional Championship GOLD HarryTanfield   
SILVER Alex Hopper  BRONZE Matthew Woods 



The 21 was won by Keith Murray in 45-28  Simon Coates being 
the clubs fastest with 49-00. Special mention to Harry Tanfield 
who finished in 59-21 and Andrew Howe who completed the 
course in 1-11-40 

The clubs youngsters have also excelled in the past months 
especially the Tanfield brothers, their results to date are 

Charlie 
1st Scunthorpe Youth Track Omnium Mtg, 1st Isle of Man Youth 
Tour, 1st Terry Dolan Youth Race Series R2 & R3, 2nd Hetton 
Hawks Classic 
 
Harry 
3rd Isle of Man Youth Tour, 1stTerry Dolan Youth Race Series 
R3, 2ndHetton Hawks Classic  
 
Toby 
3rd Terry Dolan Youth Race SeriesR2 &  R3 
2nd Hetton Hawks Classic (Youth Only)  
 
Alex Hopper also made the trip to the Isle of Man for the Youth 
Tour finishing 16th in his category. 
 
We are also into the12th series of the League 2000 and have 
attracted 77, 75, 76 and 58 riders to the first 4 rounds. 
 
The leaders of the age categories at the moment are William 
Brown, Harry Tanfield, Charlie Tanfield, Matthew  Worton and 
Aaron Preston. 
 
9 members have scored points in 2 or more SPOCO events to 
date. Simon Coates is the leading club points corer with 682 
points followed by Paul Howe 573; Jim Porter 271; Tony Main 
251; Steve Turner 218; Jason Kotch 196; Keith alderson 176; 
Andrew Howe 161 (Leading Juvenile); and Denis Punshon 158. 
 



Cycling in Ireland (not) the Kerry Way 

The adventures of Paul & Joe Foley, August 2007 

We had seen several hire shops around Killarney, all of them 
doing a brisk trade with the tourists.  Most of the tourists were 
riding what looked like shopping bikes, and were sticking to the 
relatively flat bits around Killarney town centre and Muckross 
House in the national park.  This did not appeal as we had bigger 
ideas! 

Back in the dark ages shortly after the wheel was invented 
(1967), my brother and sister cycled around various bits of 
Kerry.  They had boasted about cycling to the Gap of Dunloe, but 
under interrogation they now admit that they stopped at Kate 
Kearneys Cottage and watched the jaunting cars (pony & traps to 
us) take the tourists up the track to the mountain pass.  I was told 
that bikes could get through but we might be pushing them over 
the rough ground. 

Undaunted by this defeatist talk we hired our mountain bikes 
from the only miserable Irishman I met that week, and set off for 
the gap.  That was after we had been told at great length how we 
must not bounce up the kerbs and bash the gears like the French 
tourists do.  It only took us half an hour to get to Kate Kearneys 
Cottage, and I was surprised to see that the narrow track heading 
up the hill was actually surfaced and was in average condition 
(for Ireland).  The sign said unsuitable for motor vehicles but as 
we sat having a drink we saw a car go through. 

As we rode we called out greetings to all the pedestrians and 
people in jaunting cars.  It is nice in Ireland that everyone will 
talk to you.  It is also nice that when you call out a greeting from 



your bike they usually move to the side and let you through.  I 
say usually because one lady (complete with toddler in a 
pushchair) stayed in the middle until Paul was nearly alongside 
before turning right.  We had been warned that the brake levers 
may not be the way we expect, but in this emergency Paul forgot.  
He pulled the front brake and did a good impression of a stunt 
rider, getting the bike to nearly vertical before doing a good 
impression of a recently graduated eunuch.  First aid was offered 
from a friend of the wandering pedestrian but it was declined. 

Steering of jaunting cars by the guide/driver is optional.  The 
horse knows the way and the guide is obliged to show the points 
of interest to the tourists.  I presume that the guides were pointing 
and talking about the historic battle that took place between the 
British army and the IRA back in 1916 as the horses did what 
they wanted.  One of their favourites was running cyclists off the 
road.  They may have only done this to British cyclists.  We 
should have asked! 

We conquered the Gap of Dunloe.  In reality it was not much 
harder than Clay Bank (although much more entertaining).  We 
took some photos at the top and then set off down the far side.  
This side is much steeper with hairpins and sheep.  In fact it is a 
bit like the descent from Clay Bank if you turn left towards 
Ingleby but much longer.  We pressed on to Lord Brandons 
Cottage, which turned out to be a tourist trap nearly as big as 
Kate Kearneys.  This surprised me because I would have thought 
that a lord would have a much bigger gift shop selling much 
bigger tat. 

The road takes a turn to the east at this point so we set off along a 
footpath called the Kerry Way to cut the corner back to our house 
at Muckross.  We rode on compacted gravel over undulating 
countryside for a couple of miles (with beautiful scenery) and I 
realised that we were approaching the main road and we would 



be home very soon.  This is when I uttered the immortal words to 
Paul “If we follow the Kerry Way to the right here, we can avoid 
the main road.  It is about the same distance but it will be a much 
nicer ride home”.   

Paul was persuaded (I don’t know why) and we explored the 
Kerry Way a bit further.  We were soon pushing the bikes up a 
1:1 hill over tree roots and boulders, and Paul was complaining 
about my choice of route.  According to the map we only had a 
little of this path to negotiate before crossing a main road onto 
the footpath again.  This little bit took about twenty minutes 
before we were rewarded when we came across the beauty spot 
known as “Ladies View”. 

I was feeling smug when we set off along the path again as it was 
slightly downhill and relatively smooth.  However, one mile 
along we took a sharp left and headed uphill over loose gravel.  
We tried to ride wherever possible and I went sprawling once 
when the front wheel caught on a tree root.  In many places it 
was just too steep or the rocks were too big to ride the bikes.  In 
some places it seemed as if we should be able to ride but the 
combination of the slope and the gravel defeated us.  If we had 
been experienced mountain bikers we may have coped better but 
as it was we just pushed the bikes to the top where we hoped to 
have a nice flat path to ride on.   

No such luck!  This bit of the Kerry Way is known as The Old 
Kenmare Road.  I suppose that it may have once been in better 
condition, but to call it a road is an exaggeration.  We picked our 
way through the boulders carrying the bikes.  When the boulders 
ended the bog started.  In many places a footpath had been built 
using railway sleepers covered with chicken wire.  It was two 
sleepers wide (with occasional gaps in the middle) and raised 
slightly above the bulrushes.  We rose to the challenge of cycling 
on this path including frequent changes in direction and level.  



Paul measured his length on the ground but fortunately it was not 
particularly wet at that point.  I also had some gentle falls but 
without injury. 

We eventually encountered some slightly better cycling 
conditions for the last couple of miles on the Kerry Way.  By this 
stage we were past caring and tore downhill over gravel, boulders 
and streams.  There were pedestrians here and we called out to 
them.  Lucky for them that they all got out of the way, as we 
were not in the mood for stopping.  When we eventually emerged 
onto the main road we looked back and read a sign that said “The 
Old Kenmare Road, not suitable for cyclists”.  Now that was 
some understatement!  In all my little detour of six or seven 
miles had taken nearly two hours. 
 
When we returned to the hire shop Mr O’Grump didn’t actually 
ask where we had been but did inspect the bikes closely.  Mine 
apparently was OK, but Paul got a telling off for damaging the 
rear wheel.  There was no point in arguing with him especially as 
he had already returned my deposit.  I am obviously more skilled 
at mountain biking than Paul because I can hit bigger rocks and 
faster while not damaging the bike.  We drove past his shop the 
next day and he was outside talking to some punters.  I could 
imagine him saying, “don’t be reckless like them English!”  
 

It Happened in 1958 
 
As you are aware the club celebrates its 5oth Birthday in October 
But here are some other happenings in this momentous year 
 
First transmission of the BBC children's television programme 
'Blue Peter.' 
 
BOAC - now British Airways - starts the first transatlantic 
commercial passenger jet service between Britain and America.. 
 



The start of the 'Space Race' proper as the Russians launch their 
first rocket to travel to the moon. 
 
In Britain, the State Opening of Parliament is televised for the 
first time. 
 
Norman Shiel won the amateur world pursuit 
 
Charly Gaul won the Tour De France 
 
Ercole Baldini World Ppro RR Champion 
 
Oscar for best picture went to The Bridge on the River Kwai, 
 
The Smurfs made their debut 
 
Pope John XXIII succeeds Pope Pius XII as the 261st pope 
 
Brazil win the football world cup in Sweden 
 
Sherry Fisher was born 
 
Michael Jackson is born 
 
Cycling training for children was first introduced 
 
The British Empire Games (Commonwealth) were held in 
Cardiff, 
 

THE FIRST BIKE FAIR 1987 

 
A report from Spokesman no. 23 about the first Bike Fair 
 
Monday October 26th saw the first of what is hoped 
to be annually, Cleveland Wheelers bike fair. The venue 
was Newby Village Hall. 



Three bike shops had displays. The Complete Cyclist 
from Stockton, Keith's Bikes from Redcar, and Colin Armstrong 
from Middlesbrough. Also displaying drawings and paintings 
was Colin Chadwick. A number of people also brought 
second hand equipment, these include Paul Curran and Peter 
Stevenson. 

Behind the scene, Stirling work was done by Margaret 
Bevis, Pat Beilby, Margaret Turner, Joanne Keenlyside and 
Glenda Keenlyside. This band made tea and coffee, washed 
up and sold the cakes which were supplied by members of 
the club. 
The actual fair attracted over 200 people who browsed around 
the various displays, or watched the video. This was way over the 
expected attendance. 
The fair made £19.50 on the raffle and £20 on the tea 
and cakes. From this the cost of the hall is to he 
deducted. 

Thanks must go to Bryan Bevis, who thought of the 
idea, as well as being the main organiser. 

 
 

For Sale 

Turbo Trainer £10 
VK Bike Box £40 
Suspension Seat post Brand New “use XCR” (RRP £88.99) £15 
 
Diacompe mini V Brakes for drop bars £10 
 
John Carr 01642 310223 

 

Sport Relief 

 
The club took part in the Sport Relief mile organised by 

Middlesbrough Council in March. No we were not running (well 
some did) but we were demonstrating our sport in front of the 



Town Hall. A number of members including Bryan and Margaret 
Bevis, Keiran Antunes, Alex Bottomley, Alex Hopper, Jason 
Kotch, Paul, Andrew and Katie Howe, Steve and Sherry Binks 
were all busy riding rollers or turbos. Norman Bielby, Nigel 
Hopper and Linda Antunes were also kept busy with handing out 
information leaflets. 

 
Laura, Helen along with their mother ran the sport relief 

mile whilst Katie and Vicki Howe ran the six mile. 
 

 
 
Reminder 
The Club’s 50th Anniversary celebration will be held at 
Kirkleatham Museum Exhibition Hall on Sunday October 19th 
11am – 2pm 
 
The next issue will be in September. Any articles to be in by Mid 
August 



 
CLUB OFFICIALS 2007/2008 

 
President   Norman Bielby 
 
Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 
Chairman Paul Howe, High Bracken Hill, Chop 

Gate TS9 7LL, 01439 798487 
 
General Secretary  Stan Douthwaite, 10 Ostler Close, Ingleby  

Barwick Tel 01642 761338 
 
Social Secretary &  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, 
Membership Secretary  Guisborough Tel 01287 633087 
 
Treasurer   Pat Bielby, 4 Edinburgh Close, Nunthorpe  

Tel 01642 315797 
 
Racing Secretary &  Steve Binks, 116 Park Ave, Teesville 
Youth Development Officer Tel 01642 297657 
 
Committee Members Norman Bielby, Derek George, Maureen  

Daniel, Bill Millen, Mike Cole, Nigel Hopper 
 

Spokesman Team  Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Derek George 
 
Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 3 13285 
www.clevelandwheelers.com 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is 
devoted to the well-being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts 
that you would like including please contact Steve or Sherry, 
s.binks@ntlworld.com or Derek George on 01287 280960 
derek@league2000.co.uk 


