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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CLEVELAND WHEELERS 



Dates for Diary 

 
THE CLUB’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION will 
be held at Kirkleatham Museum Exhibition Hall on Sunday 
October 19th 11am – 3pm, a buffet lunch will be available from 
12. There is a bar facility at the venue. Tickets are available from 
committee members priced at £11. Excellent car and cycle 
parking for those wishing to cycle to the event. Booking in 
advance only, for more details contact Bryan 01287 633087 
 
The Guisborough Forest Festival again takes place on Sunday 
14th September, 10am-4pm.at the Pinchinthorpe Walkway 
Centre. There are a lot of events for the family and the club will 
again have a P. R. stand. 
 
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held at the 
Queens Head, Stokesley, near the town hall on Thursday 
September 25th. Start time is 7.30pm SHARP. And a small 
buffet will be available. 
 
The Bring and Buy (plus exquisite cake) fair will again be held 
at Stokesley Town Hall on October 31st Hallowe’en from 7pm till 
9.45pm. No doubt that there will devilishly good bargains most 
probably at batty prices or instead of barging hunting you may 
wish to visit the refreshment area and spirit away some spookily 
decorated cakes with horrible amounts of calories. All this for the 
frighteningly low entry fee of 50p more details from Bryan Bevis 
01287 633087. 
 
The Quiz night takes place on Thursday 20th November at a new 
venue, The Queens Head Stokesley High Street, a much better 
venue than the Guisborough pub. The cost for this night’s 
entertainment is £5 which includes an excellent buffet. It is a 
light hearted, fun, quiz which means a fun first prize (something 
a bit different). Book in advance no entries on the line. 
 



The Annual pre Christmas lunch will be held on Sunday 21st 
December at the usual venue of Ingleby Greenhow Village Hall. 
Starting time is 12 sharp and any latecomers will risk having to 
sing a carol on their own!!! Be warned this has happened. Cost is 
approximately £4 and booking in advance is essential. Carol 
singing and buffet provided just bring your own drinks.  
 
The Dinner Dance and Prize Presentation will be held at 
Middlesbrough FC’s Riverside Stadium on Friday February 13th. 
More details later. 
 
The winter roller racing will again be held starting in October. 
No venue or dates have been set yet so keep your ears open. 
Details of all the above event from Bryan 01287 633087. 
 
The Speed Judging will be held on Sunday 26th October starting 
from the information centre car park in Great Ayton at 10am. 
This is another fun event. A course is set and you have to ride it 
at 12.5 or 18 mph without the aid of computers!! The nearest to 
the speed is the winner and will receive a trophy at the Dinner 
Dance. 
 
Sunday November 9th 11am Ingleby Greenhow is the date and 
venue for this years most keenly fought out event the 
Freewheeling competition. 
 
Tourist Trials 
50 in 4 Castleton 28th September 9am Marton X Rds 
CWCC Open Events 
Cyclo Cross                   21st September (D George) 
Hill Climb  5th October Carlton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our club celebrates its 50th birthday in October so here are two 
articles commemorating the birth and early days of our club. 
 

The Cleveland Wheelers in "The Olden Days" 

Dave Holden 
 
Fifty years ago cycling politics was in crisis. The National 
Cyclists Union, the governing body for road racing (often called 
"mass start" in those days) sensibly insisted that events should be 
held on closed roads. 
However apart from a few prestige events like the Isle of Man, 
and locally the Richmond Road Race, 'mass start' events usually 
meant riders getting dizzy racing round and round a trading 
estate until the officials ran out of fingers and toes to count the 
laps; then there was a problem keeping count of all those who'd 
been lapped on such a short circuit. This type of racing was a 
minority but growing interest at the time and the rival British 
League of Racing Cyclists was formed to run events which 
mixed riders up with traffic. The NCU promptly 
excommunicated the BLRC and its members. Meanwhile the 
RTTC had dropped its requirement for all black attire it but still 
required the first rider be pushed off well before the lark had 
staggered out of its nest. And track racing! That was something 
we just read about. 
 
Eventually, in 1959, they kissed and made up and the BCF came 
into existence. The other major cycling body at the time was the 
Cyclists Touring Club. Cycle touring was popular and arguably 
the CTC was the largest organised body of cyclists. Many 
cyclists started riding with the CTC before catching the racing 
bug. It was such a group of cyclists, members of the Redcar 
Section of the CTC, who started to dabble with racing and joined 
a variety clubs in order to participate in competitive events who 
eventually got together and founded The Cleveland Wheelers. 
 



We were reluctant to break away from the Redcar Section which 
was a great outfit to ride with. There were the regular Sunday 
club runs, plenty of hostel weekends, a full range of tourist trials 
and a weekly clubroom at Saltburn. Unfortunately though 
tensions started to develop, for instance we had trained for racing 
and that fed through to the pace of the club runs which started to 
fragment and a consensus grew that it would be better 
to separate. Hence the 1958 meeting at Mrs. Thompson's tea 
room in Castleton where the Cleveland Wheelers was born. 
 
I found myself being nominated as chairman, and thinking that 
apart from keeping the committee meetings and the AGM in 
order not too much work would be involved I accepted. How 
wrong I was. Frank Lindstrom, sadly no longer with us, was 
elected secretary, largely because he owned a typewriter, but 
what an organising genius he turned out to be. The consensus 
view of the inaugural meeting was for the club to continue 
pretty much as before and to affiliate to whatever bodies were 
necessary to enable members to participate in any cycling 
discipline under the Cleveland Wheelers banner. It was a period 
when, probably due to the political turmoil, new specialist clubs 
were popping up like mushrooms and rotting down just as fast. 
 
The Cleveland Wheelers was to be different; it would facilitate 
all forms of cycling - and it was going to last. 
 
As a first step towards longevity we decided we needed a proper 
constitution and Frank and I dug up half a dozen specimens of 
club constitutions ranging from the CTC to one from a Working 
Men's Club and cherry picked and amended the best relevant bits 
to present to the committee. Bill Beattie was by then in business 
as a cycle dealer and Frank and I, who both shopped with him 
approached him to become a patron. He was pleased to accept 
and was a generous sponsor, ever ready to donate a prize or 
trophy. So Bill was on board almost from the very beginning and 
in 1961 he was elected president. 
 



The next step was to decide on a programme of events. First 
there were club events and we started modestly with a weekly 
series of 10's on a course between Marske and Lackenby. The 
idea of a Christmas morning 10 proved very popular and was 
timed to finish as the pub opened. Later came the organisation of 
open events and the rest, as they say, is history. 
We introduced a club BAR competition and to preserve the 
above ideals also introduced the Tourist trophy 
competition running our own version of the CTC events which 
ranged in distance from a "Rough Stuff" up to a 250 in 24. I had 
been the organiser of the CTC's 250 and carried it on. It started at 
Kirkleatham with an entry of six to twelve. The first stage took 
us to Corbridge where we had booked supper at a CTC pub. 
From there we rode up the Tyne Valley and on through Carlisle 
to Bothel for a 3am stop to eat our packed scran by some 
convenient benches on the village green. Then on through 
Keswick to Kendal to tackle the punishing climb across to 
Sedburgh where breakfast was booked at another CTC pub. Next 
came the long drag up to Garsdale Head before an easy run down 
through Wensleydale to our lunch stop at Leyburn.  
 
Afterwards - the last leg. Until now we had worked together but 
once through Northallerton with 230 miles in our legs, and with 
roast beef and Yorkshire Pudding sloshing round with jam roly 
poly and custard in our bellies we started watching each other; 
then on approaching the first col of the Ellerbeck Alps all hell 
broke loose and the peloton fractured never to reform. This event 
though, was the only one which had a 100% success rate; without 
the luxury of a support car the prospect of a lonely plod back 
from somewhere like Ambleside was a powerful incentive to 
keep going. 
 
Time trialing fifty years ago involved climbing out of bed in the 
early hours to ride to the event; there were no cars littering the 
start in those days. Most local events were held on the Stokesley 
courses and on entering the deserted High Street an unfamiliar 
rider would be guided to the race headquarters at the back of Mac 



& Larry's by the aroma of Ellimans Athletic Rub wafting down 
the road as riders anointed their legs against the chill morning air. 
On arrival we rebuilt our bikes, removing lamps, mudguards and 
saddle bags and fitting our racing wheels before trundling out to 
the start at Ben's Bridge. There was no need for a warm up 
spin before we got going. 
 
Fifty years ago the Sunday club run was a fundamental part of 
club life and one advantage of such early morning starts was that 
we would often all be finished in time to link up with it. 
Sometimes this was taken to extremes, for instance I can recall 
finishing a 50 at Stokesley and becoming one of a group doing 
bit & bit up Swaledale to meet the club at Tan Hill for lunch. 
The committee recognised the importance of attracting new 
members and when circumstances compelled me to retire from 
competition I started a junior section which flourished and on 
some Sundays I was shepherding upwards of twenty 11-13 year 
olds round the countryside as a preliminary to them joining the 
proper club runs and having a go at the 10's.  
 
Now when I help out with League 2000 I sometimes reflect how 
the wheel has turned a full circle. The constitution was amended 
to make a place for a junior representative on the committee and 
one who came through from being a junior representative was 
Mike Binks, who remained a prominent and influential member 
right up to the time of his tragic and untimely death. 
 
The Spokesman may be twenty years old, but in 1960 the 
'Cleveland Wheelers Newsletter" came into being. The club 
bought a hand duplicating machine and Frank & I were part of 
the editorial team. Frank cut the stencils on his typewriter, our 
kitchen table got covered with old newspapers while we inked 
the drum and cranked out the copies. Our finger ends would be 
stained black for about a week afterwards. On a recent 
rummage through the loft I have unearthed issues 2-7 
 
While I am proud of being part of the team which built the 
Wheelers from scratch the club has been fortunate in that, as the 



members of the founding committee faded from officialdom, we 
were replaced by other enthusiasts such as the present day "3 B's" 
and their wives. Stalwarts who have not been content with simply 
piloting the club through changing times but have continually 
driven it forward. It is to all those as well as 'The Club' I'll be 
raising my glass to on October 19th. 
 
Finally a couple of short extracts from early newsletters: 
ARE YOU STILL A MEMBER? 
The club financial year is from October 1st to September 30th. 
Members have until December 31st to renew their subscriptions. 
If you have not renewed yours YOU ARE NO LONGER A 
MEMBER. 
The rates are:- 7/6 per Senior member 
5/- per Junior over 16 
3/6 per Junior under 16 (No.2....Feb 1961) 
 
CLUB'S FIRST OPEN WIN 
June 18 was the Racing Section's Red Letter Day . Our 25 mile 
specialist Dave Marquis scored his first open win with a time of 
1-1-18 on the Catterick course. On a far from easy day he had a 2 
second margin over the scratch man J.T.Sykes of Huddersfield 
Wheelers. A very strong northwest wind made the going 
difficult, especially on the last four miles. (No.5.....Sep 1961) 

‘All our yesterdays’ - Memory Lane! 

Norman Bielby 
 
Time Trailing on “fast courses” in 1963 was a bit of a ‘hit & 
miss’ affair. If your ‘best’ 25 mile time was close to “the hour”, 
then entry to most events was assured ; but if it was only 1 hour 2 
mins. 56 secs. then I’m afraid your entry would be returned as 
“sorry, full field of 120 riders, event closed at 1 hour 1 min 
10sec.” (or sometimes even faster!) 
 



Teesside events were well supported but usually a ride could be 
guaranteed. In early April 63, Frank Bradley suggested we try to 
get a ride on the ‘O2’ course at Blyth, near Doncaster. The 
Thorne Paragon event was scheduled for Sunday 5th May -   
‘early season’, the super fast men would probably give it a miss! 
The ‘O2’ was one of the fastest 25 mile courses in the country. In 
1962 ‘you only had to turn up and ride’ to be guaranteed an 
“under the hour” time!   (super road, good weather, no wind). 
 
In the end 3 of the ‘slower’ members of the club sent off our 
entries three weeks before the date, - Self, Frank Bradley and 
Dave Paterson. The ‘fast’ riders in the club probably had a 
Teesside event for easy pickings. An anxious wait for the next 
fortnight, had we managed it? The ‘post’ arrived on Wednesday 
1st May - all 3 were in, just!  - a full field of 120, but 3 Cleveland 
Wheelers were on the Start sheet, the only riders from the North 
East. 
 
‘The’ place to stay for Bed & Breakfast was at “the Ranch” in the 
village of Blyth.  A ‘mecca’ for cyclists racing in the area - 
everyone who had stayed there had their own stories to tell, 
folklore in South Yorkshire! The place itself consisted of a 
complex of wooden buildings, like a small old army camp. 
The dining hall was huge, whilst the sleeping accommodation 
consisted of bunk beds (old youth hostel style.) Everyone, who 
had to travel to the ‘O2’, stayed at ‘the Ranch’. 
 
The owner was a chap called ‘Wally’, he always wore a flat cap 
from morning till dusk. At night, after supper, everyone would 
gather round to listen to his tales of  yester-year. 
 
Unfortunately, Dave Paterson couldn’t make it in the end - a ‘did 
not start’ on the result sheet. Frank and I decided to travel to 
Doncaster by Train on the Saturday (very few cars in those days - 
is it only 45 years ago?) and then ride out to Blyth, a further 10 
miles South. 
 



Most riders, in those far off days, had a ‘best set of racing 
wheels’ (lightweight tubular tyres and a ‘close ratio’ 5 speed 
block). These were carried on a pair of brackets, fixed to an 
extended axle skewer on the front wheel.    Also, we had the 
saddlebag and mudguards for the journey. 
 
The journey itself proved uneventful, and we duly arrived at ‘the 
Ranch’, along with the 70 to 80 riders who were staying the 
night. The evening meal, as far as I can remember, was 
something like ‘pie & chips’, hardly meets today’s dietary 
standards for racing next day. The thing I can remember was the 
huge mugs of tea to wash it down, at least a ‘pint size’.   
 
Sunday morning was a bit hectic, as you can imagine, with all the 
bikes around. First man off was at 6.01 am, so everyone was 
awake at 5am whether you were an early or late starter. Nice day 
outside, but where had this wind come from? 
 
The start itself was on the roundabout at Blyth, you then 
proceeded South on the A.1. to the turn at the Markham Moor 
roundabout. The start was fast, with a direct tail wind for the first 
6 miles, this was it! 
 
Then 6.5 miles South-East to Markham Moor, round the turn and 
into the ‘rising North wind’. Now it was like riding through sand 
with your brakes catching! These were in the days before 
computers on your handlebars, only a wristwatch ‘set to zero’ at 
the start. The minutes now seemed to fly past without making a 
lot of headway. The final 6 miles into the wind must have taken 
me 20 minutes  - “under the hour”  had gone, well and 
truly.Where was the Chequered Board? Finally it came into view 
and the effort was over! 
 
The Result Board at the ‘Ranch’ showed 1 hour 5 mins. 26 secs, 
only confirming what my wristwatch had told me - what a feeling 
of disappointment. The only consolation was that ‘even the fast 
men concluded it had been a very tough event “- 4 to 5 minutes 
slower than last week they said! 



 
A quick wash and change into touring shorts re-assemble the 
bike with mudguards, saddlebag and ‘best’ wheels hung on the 
front and looking forward to the ride home into the wind! A 
“Wally lunch” first though and plenty of tea to drink and then off 
we went. 10 miles through the lanes to Doncaster, onto the A.19 
to Selby and continuing to York and home. 
100 miles from Blyth to home in Middlesbrough, plus 30 miles 
in the event - a fair day’s ride. (Frank had extra miles riding 
home to Redcar!) 
 
We even ‘sprinted’ for the town / city signposts along the way - 
Doncaster / Selby / York + some villages in between. 
Saddlebag, mudguards & carrying best wheels - what a sight! 
 
I think I won the “major prize” for York - happy days. 
 

Club Subscriptions 

 
Club subscriptions are now due. Remember that failure to pay by 
December 31st means that a whopping 50% extra. Fees are 
Seniors £10, Juniors £5, Juveniles free but Bryan still needs to be 
informed that you are staying with the club. Cheques payable to 
Cleveland Wheelers and sent to the Membership Sec. 
 

Racing Results. 

 
Charlie Tanfield National Under 12 circuit race Champion, Harry 
Tanfield Silver National Under 14 circuit race. Both these 
happened on Saturday July 12th in Preston. Our younger riders do 
it again. 
 
Charlie won his title in a very tight sprint beating riders from the 
Isle of Man and Reading. Harry was the winner of the bunch 



sprint in his event unfortunately his arch rival Jonathan Dibben 
from Leicestershire had broken away to win on his own. 
 
In the National Track Championships in Newport, South Wales 
Charlie was 2nd in the under 12 omnium. His record was 1st in the 
pursuit, 2nd in the 500m TT and 5th in the sprint. Charlie has also 
won the National Youth track omnium series in his age category, 
the final being held at the Manchester Velodrome. Harry 
finishing 5th in his age group. 
 
2nd claim member Richard Meadows became a Senior National 
Champion when he won the 8 Km Grass Track Championship in 
very heavy conditions at the York Rally in June. 
 
On the time trial scene Simon Coates continues his success with 
a string of top 5 finishes. He is currently 7th in the SPOCO series. 
 
The club have organised 5 open events during the last 3 months. 
The Mike Binks Memorial RR attracted 50 riders. Pinerello’s 
Matthew Kipling winning the uphill sprint from York’s Alistair 
Kay. Two club members rode Marcus Smith and Michael Dales 
both finishing in the bunch. 
 
Peter Brown organised the club 25 championship again held on 
the Crathorne course. 50 solo riders and 1 tandem lining up. 
There was a tie for first position between Charles Goodway, 
Malton Whs and Darren Gee Teesdale RC with a time of 58.15. 
 
Our next 25 on the same course had to be cancelled due to 
roadworks. 
 
Maureen Daniel was again organiser of the 50 mile TT. Kevin 
Dawson showing his class winning with a time of 1-42-54. 53 
riders finishing the event. 
 
The SPOCO TT around our evening series circuit was Paul 
Howe’s introduction into organising. A very wet and windy 
evening was awaiting the 3 juveniles, 1 tandem and 25 seniors 



who rode the event. Juvenile winner was David Paterson, 
Maureen Daniel and Stan Douthwaite were the tandem victors 
and Simon Baxter won the senior event. 
 
The evening series saw 25 riders qualifying for the finishing 
table. Michael Dales and Kath Blakey winning the scratch events 
and Alice Wood and Mark Schiff winning the handicap section.  
 
It should also be noted that the course record for both 1 and 2 
laps were broken this year by 2nd claim member Richard 
Meadows. The one lap record is 18.36 and for 2 laps 38.55. 
 
A lot of thanks go to Bill Millen for organising the events. 

 
Charlie Tanfield Under 12 Circuit Race Champion. 



Trophy Winners 2008 

 
This is up to date as of 28 August 2008 
 
25 Scratch                                 25 handicap                        
 
1 Simon Coates   1 Jason Kotch  
2 Ian Hutchinson  2 Chris Woods             
3 Jason Kotch               3 Simon Coates  
 
Evening Series 
 
Scatch Male                  Handicap Male     
 
1 Michael Dales                    1 Mark Schiff       
2 Phil Meadows                    2 Michael Dales    
3 Dave Kirton                      3 Dave Kirton 
 
Scratch Female            Handicap Female 
 
1 Kath Blakey             1 Alice Wood 
2 Sandra Main            2 Sandra Main                                       
3 Maureen Daniel       3 Kath Blakey                                 
 
Ron Longmire Trophy 
Darren Gee Teesdale RC 
 

End Bits 

 
Happy 21st birthday to Wade Goodall who celebrates in 

November. 
 
The next issue will be published at the start of December, any 
articles by mid November please. 
 



A few excuses 
 
Road races 
If the finish line had been 10 yards further up the road, I would 
have won. (This was from someone who finished in the last part 
of the bunch!) 
  
If the finish line had been 10 yards closer, I would have won.  
Classic! 
 
If I hadn’t fallen off my bike, I would have won.  Sorry, run that 
one past me again! 
 
Time Trial 
 
I rode the course the day before and did a personal best! 
 
Recipe 
 
Fruity Autumn Chicken 
 
2oz/50g flour  
4 chicken breasts (cut to bite sized pieces if preferred) 
2oz/50g butter 
1 onion peeled and chopped 
7oz/200g tin of pineapple chunks in juice 
¾ pint/300ml chicken stock 
 
Coat chicken in flour.  Melt butter and brown chicken.  Remove 
from pan place in ovenproof dish.  Fry onions until golden 
remove with draining spoon and add to chicken. 
 
Add remaining flour to juices in the pan, add pineapple chuck to 
chicken & onion and pineapple juice to the pan along with the 
chicken stock.  Bring stock to the boil for two minutes, then add 
to the chicken cover with lid and cook in oven at 350f/180c gas 
mark 4 for 35 to 45 minutes.  Serve with herby rice. 



 

CLUB OFFICIALS 2007/2008 
 

President   Norman Bielby 
 
Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 
Chairman Paul Howe, High Bracken Hill, Chop 

Gate TS9 7LL, 01439 798487 
 
General Secretary  Stan Douthwaite, 10 Ostler Close, 

Ingleby  Barwick Tel 01642  761338 
 
Social Secretary &  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, 
Membership Secretary  Guisborough Tel 01287 633087 
 
Treasurer Pat Bielby, 4 Edinburgh Close, Nunthorpe Tel 

01642 315797 
 
Racing Secretary &  Steve Binks, 116 Park Ave, Teesville                                 
Youth Development Officer Tel 01642 297657 
 
Committee Members Norman Bielby, Derek George, Maureen 

Daniel, Bill Millen, Mike Cole, Nigel Hopper 
 

Spokesman Team Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Derek George 
 
Web site editor John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe Tel 

01642 3 13285 
www.clevelandwheelers.com 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is 
devoted to the well-being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts 
that you would like including please contact Steve or Sherry, 
s.binks@ntlworld.com or Derek George on 01287 280960 
derek@league2000. co.uk 


