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Sherry Binks riding through the Veuve Nature Reserve 
 

 

 

 



Martyn Dobson 

 
It's my sad duty to inform you of the death of Martyn Dobson. 

Martyn passed away on Wednesday, 17th December. He was in 
London riding through Richmond Park when he wobbled, carried 
on riding for 30 yards before falling to the road. A doctor and 
nurse, who happened to be in a following car, rushed to his aid, 
but he had no pulse, and the cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
administered by the doctor failed to revive him. He was 
pronounced dead in hospital. 

Martyn’s cycling CV starts aged 15 when he won the Cleveland 
Division Under 16 Road Champs - his dedication, self-belief and 
natural strength a pointer for the future. 

Other notable results include: 

• Green ‘points’ jersey in the English Schools International 
stage race in 1994, awarded to the most consistent stage 
finisher.  

• National Student Championship Gold medals: 50 km 
team time trial, Team Pursuit, Olympic Sprint – 1998 - 
2000  

• Gold medal: Scottish 100 km Team Trial Championship 
- 1998  

• Open National Team Pursuit: 4th (with a club record) – 
1998  

Martyn's funeral was held at Acklam Crematorium in 
Middlesbrough on Friday 9th January. 
   
 



Dates for Diary 

 
Tourist Trial Dates 
50 in 4 Northallerton   15 March   Marton Shops 9am  
100 in 8   5th July  Marton Shops 9am  
Mountain   26th July   Marton Shops 9am  
Rough Stuff Course  23rd August  TBC 
50 in 4 Castleton  27th Sept   Marton X Rds 9am  
 
We are holding Coaching sessions for the younger members in 
Albert Park every Saturday morning starting March 6th. The 
normal start time is 9.30 and the sessions normally last 1.5 hours. 

Club Open Events 
Sunday 8th. March. 21 mile SPOCO time trial.  
Headquarter location: Stokesley. Event secretary: Mike Cole 
01642 318886. 
 
Sunday 29th. March. Juvenile Three stage race 
Headquarter location: Police HQ. Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough. 
Event secretary: Steve Binks 
 
Sunday 26th. April. Juvenile Criterium 
Headquarter location. Police HQ. Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough. 
Event secretary: Steve Binks 
 
Sunday 31st. May. 25 mile time trial. 
Headquarter location: Crathorne. Event secretary: Peter Brown 
 
Sunday 7th. June. 50 mile time trial incorporating Vets 
national championships. 
Headquarter location: Kirklevington. Event secretary: Maureen 
Daniels  
 
Wednesday 17th. June. 17.5 mile SPOCO time trial. 
Headquarter location: Stokesley. Event secretary:. Paul Howe 
 



Sunday 12th. July. Mike Binks Memorial Road Race. 
Headquarter location: Stokesley Event secretary: Steve Binks 
 
Sunday 9th. August. 10 mile time trial. 
Headquarter location: Crathorne. Event secretary: Shaun Joughin 
 
Sunday 4th. October. Hill climb. 
Headquarter location: Carlton in Cleveland.  
 
Sunday 11th. October. Cyclo-Cross. 
Headquarter location: Flatts Lane, Middlesbrough.  
 

Dinner Dance Report 2009 

 
106 members and guests attended this years Dinner Dance again 
held at Middlesbrough Football Club. Following the meal our 
Chairman Paul Howe introduced this years Guest of Honour 
Peter Smith, Teesside Clarion and European Masters Champion. 
Peter gave a speech entitled ‘Living the Dream’ before 
presenting the trophies. The biggest winner being Simon Coates, 
but Charlie Tanfield became the youngest winner of the Road 
Race Trophy amassing a staggering 150+ points on the way. 
 
Pat Bielby looked shocked when her name was read out as being 
the winner of the Mike Binks Salver, this after stepping down as 
treasurer after nearly 20 years. 
 
Peter Smith also brought two of his national championship 
jerseys which were raffled amongst our younger members 
George Brown and Harry Tanfield being the winners. 
 
One member who was missing for the meal was event organizer 
Bryan Bevis who was visiting Margaret in James Cook Hospital. 
Margaret has been quite poorly Get Well Soon. Many Thanks 
should still go to Bryan for yet another wonderful night. 



League 2000 Report 

 
The 12 Monday evening events, under the rules and regulations 
of the British Schools Cycling Association, were again held at 
the “Off Road Centre” at South Bank, Redcar & Cleveland. 2008 
was the 12th Birthday of the Series. 
 
The format on each evening was the same as in all our previous 
years’    i.e.  a ‘Skills test’,   a one lap (0.7 mile) ‘time trial’, 5 
No. ‘handicapped’ Road Races of various distances, each one 
based on a combination of age and ability. 
 
The numbers attending this year were very similar to 2007. 120 
individual riders took part, as against 124 in 2007. Whilst the 
total number of rides over the 12 events was 781, as against 783 
in 2007. The ‘highs & lows’ were 77 on 12th May & 48 on 18th 
August. 
 
A significant swing this year was in the ‘under 8’ age group, 49 
took part overall with an average of about 30 per night. 
 
6 riders did a “full house” of 12 events. Josef  George,  Joshua  
Teasdale,  Laura  Kotch,  Megan  Hopper,  Danny  Ammor  and 
Jack  Vernon 
 
13 others rode in 11 events. Alex Hopper,  Keiran Antunes,  Jack 
Nelson,  Matthew Worton, Thomas Lowe,  Aaron Preston,  
Helen Kotch,  Luca Caldaralo,  James Shields,  Oliver Gubbins,  
Jack Noble,  Rhys Selby and Lauren Kilcullen. 
 
Whilst a further 20 other riders competed in 10 events. An 
excellent achievement by one and all. 
 
35 riders made their debut in 2008; we hope they all participate 
again in 2009. 
 
On Friday 26th September, a ‘Grand Prize Presentation’ and 



slide show was organised at the Southlands Leisure Centre, 
Ormesby Road, Middlesbrough. Approx. 70 riders attended the 
Presentation and with support from parents, grand-parents etc. 
we had a turnout approaching 200. Each rider received a 
Certificate + a ‘cash award’ based on the points they had gained, 
in their particular age group, over the whole Series. 
 
The 1st,   2nd and 3rd places in each age group also received their 
Gold, Silver or Bronze medals. 
 
Under 8.    1st. - Aaron Preston     2nd.  -  Danny Ammor     3rd. - 
Toby Tanfield. 
 
Under 10.   1st. – Matthew Worton     2nd. – Thomas Mein   3rd. 
– Thomas Lowe 
 
Under 12.     1st. – Charlie Tanfield     2nd.  – Keir Parker-Mian     
3rd. - Damon Hughes 
 
Under 14.     1st. - Harry Tanfield      2nd.  -  Joshua Teasdale.       
3rd- Alex Hopper 
 
Under 16.      1st.  – William Brown.    2nd. - Josef George.       
3rd.  -  Becky Worton 
 
The winner of the “Paul Curren Trophy”, presented to the rider 
with the greatest improvement in their ‘Time Trial’ time over the 
12 events of the 2008 Series, was awarded to Roshan Parker-
Mian. 
 
A few “thank you’s “. 
 
To all the 120 riders   - well done for taking part, we hope you all 
had a ‘fun night’. 
 
To the Mam’s & Dad’s, Aunts & Uncles and Grand-parents -   
thank you all for your support over the year. 
     



To all the Officials who assisted during the year -    Many, many 
thanks, without you the system would not work. 
 
To the Tea Ladies & Assistants an excellent Service throughout 
the 12 events, in very cramped conditions. 
 
Many  thanks to the following organisations who gave financial 
support to the Series; your generous donations were very much 
appreciated and helped in the ‘day to day’ running costs of the 
‘League 2000’. 
 
British Cycling - North East Division 
Cleveland Wheelers Cycling Club 
Stockton Wheelers Cycling Club 
Hartlepool Cycling Club 
Adept Precision Engineering Racing Team 
Individual Members of the Teesside Cycling fraternity 
 
To ‘Teesside Karting’ - many thanks for your co-operation in the 
use of the track facilities. 
 
We now look forward to April 20th 09 and to enticing a few more 
new faces to the cycling scene. 
 

Christmas Day Time Trial 

 
25 riders entered our annual event on Christmas Day. However, 
due to roadworks at Treebridge, the course had to be changed so 
the road between Newton under Roseberry and Stokesley was 
used, a distance of 8.5 miles (as measured by Ian Hutchinson). 
 
The results were as follows:- 
1) Daniel Smith 20-45  2) Richard Meadows 20-56  
3) Michael Dales 21-03  4) Michael Coward 21-49 
5) Phil Meadows 22-39  6) Ian Hutchinson 23-39 
7) John Main 24-00  8) Jason Kotch 24-43 
9) Stewart Tanfield 24-44 10) Colin Knapp 24-47 



11) Alex Hopper 25-55  12) Jono Sempler 26-00 
13) Steve Murphy 26-19 14) Ian Holtby 27-01 
15) Andrew Howe 28-39 16) Mark Schiff 29-32 
17) Dennis Punshon 29-42 18) Bryan Bevis 29-45 
19) Bill Millen 30-04  20) Katie Howe 31-15 
21) Brian Marsden 32-52 22) Nigel Hopper 33-24 
23) Alice Wood 34-56 
Hand Bikes 
1) Ian Thompson 34-41  2) Tanni Grey-Thompson 48-52 
 
Many thanks to Paul and Vicky for marshalling the roundabouts, 
Kevin for pushing off, Sherry as start timekeeper and Margaret 
and Bryan for supplying the wine, cake and mince pies. 
 
The money raised was £50.38 which has been doubled and added 
to the money raised as refreshment donations at events during the 
season. A total of £200 been sent to the Air Ambulance. 
 

Big Tour of a Small Island 

Steve Binks 
 

Our tour started by ferry from the island of Praslin to La Digue. 
La Digue is situated in the Indian Ocean and is the fourth largest 
within Seychelles. When we reached the island one of the first 
things we noticed was the lack of cars, in fact Oxcarts are the 
main transport along with bikes. 

We picked our bikes up from one of the hire shops in La Reunion 
the main village. The bikes were ‘sit up and begs’ complete with 
baskets handy for the bottles of water in the 350C temperature. 
Our first destination was on the other side of the island which 
meant climbing across the only hill ‘Eagles Nest Mountain’ 
however as the island is only 6 sq miles it does not prove to be 
much of an obstacle. 



The decent leads us to Grand Anse, this being one of the islands 
beaches and virtually deserted. It was also remarkable for the 
strange rock shapes carved out by the wind and sea. La Digue is 
mainly granite. After spending a short time here we headed back 
over the hill to the Veuve Nature Reserve, home of the rare Black 
Paradise Flycatcher, a small species of bird, of which there are 
only about 100 in existence. Unfortunately we did not spot any, 
but the mosquitoes were biting. There were many dirt paths 
around the reserve which were very easily traversed by bike and 
we traversed most of them. It was now heading for lunch time 
and a visit to the island museum, L'Union Coconut Plantation. It 
showcases the former economy of the island, but it also has a 
café and shade. Lunch consisted of a sandwich and a cold drink. 

We then continued on our tour, a very short distance to Anse 
Source d'Argent. This is the most popular beach on the island, 
well known for its granite rock formations. They also proved to 
be handy for leaning the bikes against. This was also the time for 
a cooling dip in the ocean. 

From here it was time to start heading back to the ferry, a slight 
detour taking us to the only church on the island The Lady of our 
Assumption. The church was getting ready to celebrate its 
centenary. Our route took us back towards La Reunion, but we 
found that we still had some time spare so we carried on towards 
the south of the island for a longer look around the main village 
and another small hill. On reaching the top it was then definitely 
time to head back. 

The total length of this tour was about 10 miles, however the 
island is only 1.8 miles wide by 3.1 miles long, but a very 
enjoyable day. 

 
 



Planning  the Season 2008 

Claire Tanfield 
 
This is the start of another cycling season, the racing calendar is 
out and we start to plan the coming year’s events.  There’s the 
local races, the nationals and this year the track events too.  
There seems to be an awful lot of races all round the country with 
a lot of travelling involved. 
 
Some of our cycling friends are round for the evening, so it 
seems a good idea to crack open a bottle of wine and hit the 
travel lodge website, to see if we can book some bargain rooms 
in advance.  We are lucky the first few dates are available at a 
good price, feeling very smug with the bargains we ring round a 
couple more friends she might be going and offer to book their 
rooms while they are cheap.  Like bidding on e-bay it becomes 
exciting and addictive, so after another bottle, we hit the 
Travelodge site again to book further into the summer months 
(always a gamble in case a race is cancelled) and we can’t get our 
money back. 
 
The first event we travel to is Southport for the Terry Dolan race, 
some friends from Oldham told us about it, we thought it would 
be a good build up to the Isle of Man tour which we have done 
the last couple of years.  It’s a Friday night trek over to the west 
(there never seems to be a quick road to the west), to spend the 
night in one of our first Travelodge booking.  As usual we set off 
about an hour after our planned time, we get to our room and fall 
into bed.  It does seem a good time to catch up on some reading 
but as usual everyone wants the light out and I am outnumbered 
by the dominant males of the family. 
 
To keep the cost down we have breakfast in our room while 
watching T.V. then Harry and Charlie poke their head out of the 
window to try to determine what the weather is doing before 
selecting their cycle wear.  Time creeps on and needless to say 
it’s a dash to load the car up, set the new sat nav (which we 



wouldn’t be without now) and head of to Victoria Park, 
Southport.   
 
Harry, Charlie and Toby all did well and enjoyed chatting with 
friends they have made from all over the country.  Toby always 
manages to find a friend who is keen to build a den in some 
bushes or play football. 
 
Another two local races then we start planning our trip to the Isle 
of Man.  There is no race for Toby this year, so he decided to 
stay with Gran, well at least there will be more room in the car 
and Harry won’t have anyone to wind him up.  We get the ferry 
and hotel booked, then suddenly Gran announces she has booked 
a holiday to Tenerife, ‘great’ I said, until I checked the dates, 
which overlapped out trip, so back on the phone to see if we 
could squeeze a little extra one in our room. 
 
The Hoppers arranged to meet us on Thursday and we all went 
out for a meal. Friday is a ride around the island which is a good 
warm up for the first event on Friday night, a time trial, followed 
by races on Saturday and Sunday at various locations around the 
island, it’s a great way of seeing different places.  The weekend 
was finished off with a presentation night which was in a great 
pavilion on Douglas Sea front.  Charlie won the under 12, Harry 
came 3rd under 14, a good excuse for another celebration!  
 
 We are now into May which is mostly taken up with track 
events.  We have a stay at Newcastle – under – Lyme and 
another at Kinross, which is on route to Dundee.  Toby’s sleeping 
bag is packed and as we enter yet another Travelodge Toby 
confirms that”hey it’s just exactly the same as the last one we 
stayed at” and lay’s his sleeping bag out in the usual place, on the 
floor at the end of the bed settee, which Harry is finding smaller 
each time we stay, I don’t know how much longer we can cram 5 
of us into one room.  Our trip to Scotland turned out to be a 
costly one as far as the old ford ‘Galaxy’ was concerned.  Just as 
we were approaching Edinburgh a seagull hit the wing mirror 
and smashed it, then on our way back we got a flat tyre.   



 
As usual, there can never be enough socialising, as we had lost 
the Brady’s (Hetton Hawks) when we got our flat we decided to 
call at the Thompson’s (also Hetton Hawks) at Sunderland to talk 
over the weekends events over a bottle of rosé while waiting for 
the Brady’s to return Toby back to us.  It was only 10 minutes 
later when they arrived; it turned into quite a night. 
 
The National at Curborough in June turned into a mini holiday 
for the kids – thanks to Tesco and Sainsbury’s vouchers, the 
Brady’s and Thompson’s joined us for an extra night stay and a 
full Sunday at Alton Towers. 
 
The last National of the summer was all the way down to London 
on 6th Sept, we were lucky with the Travelodge again.  Just a 
couple of weeks before the race we realised the ‘Tour of Britain’ 
was starting on the Sunday, so although funds were running low, 
it was too good an opportunity when we were already down there 
not to book another night and go to London Sunday morning to 
see race.  We watched part of the race from the’ London Eye’. 
 
London was a great way to finish the summer season, one last 
trip up the M1 for a while, the only decision left now, is do we 
call in one more time at the ‘Weatherby Whaler’ for the fish and 
chips on our way home.  
 

Short Story 

Andrew Howe 
That reminds me…… 
I was up in the attic sorting through dust-covered items, deciding 
what to keep and what to let go. It was then that I found it, in an 
old cardboard box, along with pictures, newspaper articles and 
other things layered with dust. There it was. I lifted it carefully 
out of the box and wiped the dust off. My helmet. My time trial 
helmet. It wasn’t like a normal helmet however, no. This helmet 
was smooth and sleek, its tail stretched behind it, its glowing 
silver colour shining up at me. It was wonderful to see my old 



friend again, after everything we had been through together. 
I remembered. I remembered the time trials. The way we sailed 
along the roads to the finish. The way we sliced through the wind 
like light through the darkness. 
 
I was there again. I was on the bike at the start of the time trial 
again. The timekeeper saying “5,4,3,2,1,go!” I remembered being 
pushed on my way, going round the first corner and down the 
first hill. 
I was back in the attic. It was the Bishop Auckland race. My 
second time trial of 2008. I rode it in my helmet, my time trial 
helmet. 
 
I was going down the first hill when I was filled with doubt. Had 
I gone too far down the hill? Was I meant to turn back there? Or 
should I have gone to the very bottom of the hill? Just then my 
doubt was forced to one side, replaced with anger and fear. A 
line of roaring motorbikes had driven right up next to me, trying 
to run me off the road. But I was not going to give in. I forced 
courage over fear and anger and held my ground. 
The rest of the memory faded. I sighed and placed the helmet 
back in the box. 
 
“Till next time, old friend.” I whispered as I closed the box. 

Conundrums 

Guess the bicycle related solution to these puzzles.  
1) Wheelman rages uphill  a little easier with these'         

2)   Religious service points out your failings as a road user'     
 
3)   Who is this famous cyclist?   'A PANIC AT MORN'          

 
 



Wheelers members set up shop 

Dan Smith 
 

Long time Cleveland Wheelers members Richard Williamson 
and Daniel Smith are setting up an online bike shop called 
Velo29. 
 
Richard joined the Wheelers in 1991 as a juvenile and raced for 
several years before cutting back for work commitments.  His 
passion for the Velo never died though, and Richard had a 
comeback culminating in a season’s racing in France in 2006 at 
top amateur level. 
 
Daniel did his first race for the Wheelers at the age of 9 in 1988.  
20 years later he is back with the Wheelers, having spent 5 
seasons racing in France during which time he has competed in 
the UCI Tours of Romania, Senegal and Cameroon.  
 
Now these 2 passionate and experienced riders are setting up a 
shop that you will be able to find at www.velo29.com from the 
19th January 2009.  They are offering a 10% discount to all 
Cleveland Wheelers members, and hope to be sponsoring some 
of the club events over the coming years. 
 
Velo29 will be stocking a range of bikes, frames and accessories 
to suit all club cyclists. Already on board are Tiffosi and Cinelli 
from Italy, FSC from France and Velo Vie from the States. You 
will also find all the familiar favourites such as Shimano, 
Campagnolo and many others. 
 
Keep an eye out for the web site, but until we are online contact 
Richard or Dan at contact@velo29.com or call them on 01287 
625394. 
 
 



Conundrum Answers 

1) Gears        2) 'critical mass'   3) Marco Pantani' 
 
What Katie Said 
 
Imagine the scene, it’s the Cleveland Wheelers Quiz Night, at 
Stokesley, the tension is palpable, Bryan announces question 17,  
 
“which member of the Royal Family attended the opening 
ceremony of the Olympic Games?” 
 
Katie’s response was immediate, with determination, she 
announced  
 
“Princess Diana.” 
 
This sent the rest of us in to raptures of laughter.  We actually got 
the question wrong, because after Katie’s answer we could not 
stop laughing. 
 
(Sorry Katie  -  Steve) 

If would like the ‘Spokesman’ emailing direct please send 
Steve Binks an email stating this (address below) 
 
The next issue will be in June. Any articles to be in by Mid May 
 
 
 



 
CLUB OFFICIALS 2007/2008 

 
President   Norman Bielby 
 
Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 
Chairman Paul Howe, High Bracken Hill, Chop 

Gate TS9 7LL, 01439 798487 
 
General Secretary  Stan Douthwaite, 10 Ostler Close, Ingleby  

Barwick Tel 01642 761338 
 
Social Secretary &  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, 
Membership Secretary  Guisborough Tel 01287 633087 
 
Treasurer Maureen Daniel, 4 Cliff Tce, Liverton Mines, 

Saltburn Tel 01287 640249 
 
Racing Secretary &  Steve Binks, 116 Park Ave, Teesville 
Youth Development Officer Tel 01642 297657 
 
Committee Members  Clive Thornton Norman Bielby, Derek George, 

Bill Millen, Mike Cole, Nigel Hopper 
 

Spokesman Team  Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Derek George 
 
Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 3 13285 
www.clevelandwheelers.com 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is 
devoted to the well-being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts 
that you would like including please contact Steve or Sherry, 
s.binks@ntlworld.com or Derek George on 01287 280960 
derek@league2000.co.uk 


