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Cleveland Wheelers Extraordinary General Meeting  

Minutes of meeting 

As supplied by Andrew Howe General Secretary 

 

(From Paul Howe) The meeting was opened by the Chairman, stating that the 

meeting was for a vote on the upcoming club kit. Riders can still time trial in 

the current kit, and for this year the current kit has to be used for B.C. races.  

 

(From Paul Howe) There were three kits to vote on, from A to C, and voters 

were to line up behind the kit of their choice so counting the voters could be 

conducted easily.  

 

(From Marcus Smith) There was a suggestion that a new supplier was 

searched for, but this point wasn’t developed on the night.  

 

(From Nick Smith) Apparently there is a chance that kit A may not be 

approved by B.C. as he says it resembles the kit of Velo 29. 

 

The results were as follows: 

• Kit A: 18 votes 

• Kit B: 17 votes 

• Kit C: 7 votes 

 

Some people who voted for Kit C wanted to change their vote after the 

counting, but this was not allowed, so the results stood as they were. 

 

(From Paul Howe) It was announced kit A had won, and that it would be put to 

B.C. for approval. If it was not accepted, the second place kit (kit B) would be 

put forward instead. 

 

The meeting was then closed. 

 

Footnote 

Kit A was turned down by the local BC board so at the following club 

committee meeting it was decided to take Kit B forward. 

 

Please Note that the Annual General Meeting will take place in 

September. Any member wishing to put forward an agenda item, 

complete with seconder, must do so to the General Secretary by August 

14th 



NEWS AND DATES 

 

Open Events 

4
th
 August  Mike Binks Mem RR  Stokesley  9.30am 

15
th
 Sept  10 mile TT   Stokesley  9am 

6
th
 Oct  Hill Climb   Carlton Bank  10am 

 

Challenge Rides 

July 21
st        

Cleveland Wheelers 100 miles Challenge      Marton Shops 9am 

Monday 26
th
 August Rough Stuff                         Ingleby Greenhow 9.30am 

Sept 22
nd

      Cleveland Wheelers Castleton 50                Marton X Roads 9am 

 

News 
 

Following his stroke in January Norman Bielby has made nearly a full 

recovery, however he still has problems with his right arm. 

 

Norman has decided that the time is right to stand down from the committee 

after nearly 50 years of service in one capacity or another. He joined the club 

in 1962 from the Middlesbrough Co-op CC and later that year started his long 

career in being a club official. He has been Chairman, General Secretary, and 

race organiser, including National Championships at 25, 50 and 100 miles. 

Norman was also Secretary and Chairman of the Teesside Cycling Association 

during his administration career, he is currently Secretary of the Prissick Cycle 

Association. 

 

He will still remain the Club President and be involved in the League 2000 as 

well as other events.  

 

On behalf of all club members The Spokesman would like thank Norman for 

all his hard work over the years and look forward to him being at club events 

for many years to come. 

 

Club membership currently stands at a total of 214. This breaks down to            

Senior 132,  Juvenile 38, Junior 5, Life 27, 2nd claim 10. Total new members 

this year is 26. 

 

25 club members and 20 guest riders finished the Northallerton 50 Challenge 

Ride on the newly amended course. The 2
nd

 challenge ride of the year, the 

Mountain Challenge, over a totally new route had 25 riders hauling 

themselves over to Glaisdale, Caper Hill, and out of Rosedale by either route. 



Everyone had their own stories of personal purgatory! But the rides of the day 

to mention are, Toby Tanfield age 13 who eased round the extended route and 

didn't even look tired in the cafe. John Kelly snr and Martin Bell who set 

themselves a good pace to make it round within the cut off time that was being 

carefully monitored by Bryan Bevis. 

 

2012/2013 WINTER SOCIAL EVENTS 

Bryan Bevis 

 

It’s time for a roundup of this winter’s social scene.  First on the list was the 

Clubs Bring and Buy Sale as usual it was held at Stokesley Town Hall.  It was 

a busy evening, plenty of buying, selling and feeding on a good selection of 

cakes etc.  Chris Newton was attending and seemed to be very busy selling 

and John Bell from Knaresborough was buying and selling items of cycling 

from the bygone days, such items of cycling are becoming of more interest to 

yesteryear cyclists, (like me).  Those finished with their buying and selling 

made their way to the food and tea area to have a good gossip, some making a 

reunion with cycling friends they have not seen for some time, maybe since 

the last years bring and buy event.  If you want a good night out make a note. 

Bring and Buy Event FRIDAY 1 Nov 2013. 

 

The Quiz Night was the next event.  This was held again in the Globe Pub 

Guisborough.  I did try and find a bigger venue for the quiz night because last 

year I was having to turn people away as there was not enough room, but 

trying to find an establishment that was asking a fair size room hire charge 

was a problem, so it was back to the Globe and I need not have worried as 

only 41 people came to the quiz, which was again an entertaining evening 

with a good selection of easy (well I thought they were) questions.  A team 

made up of the Velo 29 squad won the quiz and were recipients of our 

Christmas cakes and the team not doing so well, but still received a very small 

prize for trying were the Hoppers. To complete a pleasant evening a good 

buffet was had. A fair evening’s entertainment. 

 

The Pre Xmas Lunch at Great Ayton had an attendance of 48 who came along 

to enjoy singing a few Christmas carols it is surprising how a few attending 

seem to want to disappear when it comes to the singing of the carols, they 

seem to have a desire to go into the kitchen on the pretence of going to wash 

up, they did not escape.  The carol singing was again good considering the fact 

that we had no musical accompaniment, but Stephen Murphy beating out the 

rhythm on the table with his hands is quite noticeable on the camcorder 

footage that I took of the proceedings. The buffet, Christmas cake and wine 



was good, but the soup I did supply was not as good as it could have been, 

sorry, will be better next time.  

 

This Year’s Club Dinner Dance and Trophy Presentation Evening was held in 

the new venue of the Sporting Lodge near Stainton, the reason for the change 

of venue was because of the extra expenditure the club would have been 

charged at last year’s venue which would have meant ticket prices being 

increased quite a bit.  

 

109 people did attend this year’s event.  With it being in a new venue you are 

never too sure just how well it will go, even though you try your best to make 

sure everything will be ok, but from the comments from people at the end of 

the evening it would appear that there was some opinion that the venue was 

good.  Albert Harrison was in his element as Guest of Honour, his speech and 

handing out of the trophies plus the numerous certificates.  The dancing was 

enjoyed, the younger ladies of the club having a good time on the dance floor, 

while the young lads were somewhat timid to indulge in the art of dancing.  If 

anyone has any likes or dislikes about the evening could you let me know. 

Just to conclude, I would again like to thank the members who baked cakes, 

served teas, washed up lots of pots, the raffle ticket sellers etc., it is you who 

help to make these events go that bit better.  I would also like to thank those 

who did donate raffle prizes. 

 

BORDER RAID 600KM BREVET RANDONNEUR 

MONDIAL 

Andy Wills 

I felt the heat of the morning beginning to build. What a contrast to the 

freezing day before, Fatigue was getting the better of me, my legs felt heavier 

with each pedal stroke. My head began to nod and I knew I would soon fall 

asleep in the saddle. 

The ride had started from Aldbrough St John at 6am the previous morning. It 

was Saturday 6th June, yet two inches of snow had fallen in Alston the 

previous day. It was wet and freezing as we rolled out through sleepy Co 

Durham villages, clattering over the wooden bridge at Whorlton and up the 

steep bank towards Barnard Castle. Crossing the Tees beneath the castle my 

rear mech cable parted, not a good start but no matter as I still had three gears 

and a free hub where as my riding companion was on fixed gear. I would stop 

and fix it later I thought. 

 

Over Yad Moss in the persistent rain and down into Alston where snow still 

lay on the roadside.  We headed for the cafe opposite the Tourist Information 



office for breakfast and a warm up.  By 10.00am we were back on the road 

heading for Longtown. At Brampton I went in search of a bike shop to buy a 

cable. A chap approached me recommending a cyclist friendly cafe. I 

explained my need of a bike shop. He told me there were none nearby. He said 

he had spare cables at home and would quite happily let me have one. It 

transpired he lived some miles in the opposite direction to Longtown. I 

thanked him for his offer and rode away. About seven miles up the road a car 

pulled alongside me. Down went the passenger window and the driver began 

to shout. It was a few seconds before I realised it was the chap from Brampton 

“I’ve brought you a cable” he shouted. I stopped and he handed over the cable 

refusing payment. I would try to fit the cable at the next stop alas the nipple 

was stuck solidly in the gear lever and I wouldn’t get it free until I was back at 

home. 

 

A late lunch at Newcastleton was a chance for me to fettle my rear wheel. 

Somewhere before Longtown a rear gear side spoke had snapped. Fortunately 

I had spare spokes and tools to replace them. I set to and replaced the spoke 

and trimmed the wheel. The down side being that I was now last man on the 

road. 

 

I pressed on up through Kelso and answered the question posed by the brevet 

card information control at Scott’s View. Q.  How far from Scott’s View to 

London. A. 320 miles. In Peebles I met up with a friend and we enjoyed a fish 

supper whilst watching the Saturday night antics of the locals. 

 

Off into the dark night to climb the Devils Beef tub. The darkness doing its 

best to hide the length of the climb. Once over the top, I enjoyed an exciting 

descent down to Moffet. I didn’t envy Dean spinning his fixed gear all the way 

down. A solo southbound ride saw me arriving at Annandale Water services 

alongside the M6. It was now 01.02am on Sunday. The lobby was full of 

bikes. I went to the cafe where in a roped off area at the back was a sea of 

sleeping riders. I had caught up to the main group. After a meal I too lay down 

to sleep but to no avail, I was too ‘wired’.  I decided to press on. 

 

A second visit to Longtown this time at 03.57am the only place to get proof of 

passage was by obtaining a receipt at a mini bank. Onwards again through 

Carlisle and Penrith. The day dawning fine and dry. Climbing up Shap fell I 

missed the Sedburgh turn just after Tebay and hurtled down towards Kendal 

before realising my error. A detour which added on extra miles which I didn’t 

want or need at this stage. My eventual arrival in Sedburgh was rewarded with 

a cooked breakfast the second on this ride. 



 

The new day was a complete opposite to the previous one the warmth 

combined with lack of sleep and some 480kms (300 miles) into the ride I 

badly needed sleep, now! I looked ahead for a good spot to get my head down, 

Garsdale Parish church. Perfect, the sun shining into the porch lit up the 

wooden benches. After checking there was no service this Sunday I lay down 

on the 18” wide wooden bench. It felt like a feather bed. Morpheus claimed 

me for just thirty minutes before the loud clang of the church yard gate woke 

me. Two visitors to the church stood in the yard looking at me apprehensively.  

I gabbled some explanation about an overnight ride. They looked at me as if I 

was a demented tramp. I’m sure I did look the part. 

 

Though my feelings of fatigue had diminished I now had an upset stomach. I 

grovelled as far as Leyburn where I had a short rest and began to recover. I 

was joined by a fellow randonneur and in good company we quickly reached 

Ripon and turned north. Running parallel to the A1 we enjoyed the sun lit 

Yorkshire villages envious of those sitting outside country pubs enjoying a late 

afternoon and a pint. 

 

At 7.20pm we arrived tired but happy in Aldbrough St John. I’d been on the 

road for thirty seven hours twenty minutes. With this ride in the bag I had also 

completed my first Super Randonneur series. That is rides of 200km-300km-

400km and 600km all in the same season. I went on to ride a second SR series 

that year but substituted the 600km ride with a 1400km ride. (It is permissible 

to swap a ride for one of a greater distance). The 1400km ride being London-

Edinburgh- London that runs every four years and which I hope to ride again 

in 2013. 

 

RACE ROUND UP  

During the period since the last magazine the club have promoted five open 

race events. These were three time trials 21, 25 and 19, and two youth races at 

the Middlesbrough Cycling Circuit. 

 

The first youth race had 41 riders turning up for a freezing cold windy race (or 

3) including a large contingent from Scotland.  

Race 1 was a 12km slog for the under 12's, race 2 27 km for the under 16's. 

These were followed by a series of 1 lap races for all then a devil which the 

younger winners did 7 km and the older winners 22 km. Race winners were 

Reece Wood, Joe Wilson, Joel Hurt, Richie Allen, Danny Holmes and Jake 

Dobson. Club youth riders Joe Gubbins, Ollie Gubbins, Paige McLeod, Aaron 

Preston, Joe Howard and Will Blenkinsop fought hard in the windy conditions. 



 

64 riders braved the cold and windy conditions in the second of our youth 

race, the CWCC organised NEYL round 2. Each rider had 3 races, a scratch 

race and a 1 lap TT which both counted towards the youth league and an 

unknown distance race for a finale. The various races were won by Hamish 

Turnbull, Joe Wilson and Ralf Hodgson. Club members Ben Honeysett, Henry 

Demoliy and Aaron Preston excelled. 

 

The Cleveland Wheelers' Hilly 21 took place on Sunday, 10 March 2013 on a 

cold blustery day with the occasional flurry of snow. For the second year in 

succession the event was won by Keith Murray, Strategic Lions in 48:12. The 

first CWCC finisher was Richard Lilleker 52:22 out of 24 club riders 

including 12 YO’s Toby Tanfield 1:09:06 and Ross Turner 1:14:36. Another 

club youngster Paige McLeod competed on the tandem with Granddad Tony 

Main in 1:07:46 to claim 1
st
 tandem. 

 

The 19 mile TT, organised by Keith Alderson saw Paul Thirling, Adept 

Precision, winning for the 2
nd

 year in 45.00. The course was two laps of the 

Ingleby Greenhow circuit and had 27 riders competing. Second place rider 

was our own Simon Coates in 45.31. Other club riders included Richard  

Lilleker 47.36, Steve Turner 48.54, Dave Kirton  48.57, Rob Lee 50.49, Tim 

Swales 55.00, Mike Cole 1.00.29, and Ross Turner 1.05.12 

 

The 25 attracted 45 riders on the Crathorne course, this also saw Paul Thirling 

being victorious with a 53.05 ride. Club Member Adam McManus being the 

victor in the handicap section. The event also incorporated the clubs 25 mile 

championship, Simon Coates time of 54.56 saw him claiming the trophy with 

Adam McManus 2
nd

 and Rob Lee 3
rd

. The handicap trophy going to Adam 

with Darren Wild 2
nd

 and Rob Lee 3
rd

. 

 

The League 2000 has started the year in record style with an amazing 94 riders 

in round 1, however this tailed off slightly with 88 in round 2 and 82 for round 

3, but round 4 saw 87 riders. 

 

In open events Marcus Smith has currently amassed 23 British Cycling points 

with placing’s at Hetton, Prissick and Nissan, whilst Mike Rennison has 

registered with 1 point at Nissan. Henry Demoliy is leading the way in the 

youth categories with 17 points, followed by Aaron Preston 11, Annabelle 

Sefton 3, Toby Tanfield 2 and Nathan Sefton 1.  

 

Richard Lillekar and Simon Coates have both had top 10 finishes in Time 



Trials. Richard was 8
th
 in the Bishop Auckland 32m SPOCO event and 10

th
 in 

the Kent Valley Hill Climb. Simon’s 10
th
 position came in Darlington CC’s 

24m event. 

 

EVENING SERIES 

 

Week 1 of the Evening Series, which is back on the Seamer circuit had 4 

competitors, in what was a warm evening. Dave Kirton was fastest in 21.14. 

Week 2 was the opposite with only 17 brave souls competing. Dave again 

being fastest in 22.44, however a special mention to 12yo Paige McLeod who 

finished in 42.40. Week 3 was the 1
st
 two lap event Graeme Tate with a time of 

43.06 came out on top of the 32 competitors. Paige McLeod topping the 

handicap section. 

 

The evening series is well under way, but how did it all come about? 

Here is an article, written by ex-club member Gordon Scott in 1992 explaining 

all. 

 

A WEEKLY DOSE OF PAIN 

The ideas for this event was first discussed late last season between Steve 

Binks and I and came from my, initial introduction to cycle racing back in the 

late sixties up in "Bonnie Scotland". My introduction to the sport arrived 

through a weekly evening time trial series consisting of 5, 10 and 15 mile time 

trials with both points awarded to the actual time winner and the handicap 

winner. As a fourteen year old the thought of actually putting the hammer 

down for ten miles horrified me.  

 

My first attempt was therefore a five mile time trial on a single carriageway 

road with a roundabout turn. It was hard, but the next week's ten seemed 

like an eternity with riders passing me as though I had lead in my legs. Two or 

so more weekly diets of a ten when horrors, a fifteen mile time trial, on the 

same courses, adding the five and tens together. A great introduction to the 

sport of time trialling. 

 

Eventually through my work I drifted from the sport, only to return nearly two 

years ago. If I hadn't of known Steve through work, this comeback would 

never have happened. I've enjoyed every minute of my cycle racing career, 

even though I knew "I would never make it" and I feel I wanted to put 

something back into the sport. 

 

Yes it was my idea for this weekly event, but the pain comes from the course, 



For which I am not responsible. All letters of complaint should be addressed to 

the Directeur- de la Course, Monsieur Bevis, We know you followed those 

alpine etages last year, Bryan, and believe me that incline away from Great 

Ayton shows many a distorted face as we all search for that last bit of effort.  

Actually I think it is an excellent safe and sporting course and he should be 

congratulated on his choice. 

 

Prior to the start of the series on May 5th. 34 riders had intimated their 

intention to ride. Week 12 has just been completed and so far 66 different 

people have competed. "Oh, he is a friend of Norman's" seems to be quite the 

order of the day as more and more people have turned up to ride. A few 

triathletes have joined in.  

 

GREAT DUN FELL - THE HIGHEST ROAD IN BRITAIN 

Paul Christon 

Distance  

 

Distance 5.4 miles from Dufton, around 4.7 from the road end (8 or 9k) Max 

Gradient 15%, average 8% 

 

Introduction 

 

Most climbs don’t get an introduction, but this one is a bit out of the ordinary. 

What if I told you that there was a road in Britain that finished on top of a 

mountain that was just short of 2,800 feet? What if that road was superbly 

surfaced and pothole free? What if this road was 5 miles long, or 8 kilometres 

if you prefer, and rose at an average just short of 8%? What if this road 

was through a stunning, dramatic and beautiful location? And finally what if I 

told you that this road was virtually traffic free? Is he living in dreamland you 

might justifiably ask? But it’s true. 

 

The road up to the summit of Great Dun Fell is all these things, so what’s the 

catch? Actually there isn’t one. It’s remote, but then that’s a big part of its 

appeal. The only thing that’s strange about it is why this climb isn’t a Mecca 

for UK cyclists. 

 

Where do you find it/How to get there? 

 

The nearest town is Appleby in Westmorland but, if you are going out to climb 

it, it makes sense to take it in as part of a longer ride. We chose Kirby Stephen 

as our start point and then made our way towards Dufton, then Knock at the 



foot of the climb. These roads were great cycling country in themselves, free 

of traffic and providing great views of the Pennines looming ominously to our 

right. They are tough rolling roads though so I was somewhat surprised to hear 

what I thought was some kind of auction going on behind me between Ian and 

Rob as they shouted out 210, 220, 240, 265 etc. ‘Where do they find the breath 

I thought?’ 

 

Apparently they were talking wattage as they have some new-fangled 

Powermeter Gizmos, all I knew was that I had to save as much of it as I could. 

It was telling that with an unerring regularity we all took turns to look up 

towards the radar station on top of the fell. The lie of the land here somehow 

makes Great Dun Fell seem lower than it is. Its rounded shape can almost 

go unnoticed as you drive past it along the A66 but to put it in perspective it is 

nearly as high as Blencathra which is the impressively shaped and seemingly 

huge peak on your right as you enter the Lake District from Penrith. Or only 

250ft short of Skiddaw, the large peak that dominates Keswick, and to think 

the road literally finishes right on the top, a sobering thought. 

 

Description 

 

The website www.climbbybike.com actually lists the climb as 9k long and 

starts it just beyond Dufton where the road starts to rise. The logical starting 

place though is the right turn at the road end after Knock when you literally 

start to head for the hills. The road seems flat to start with as you grind your 

way along a straight section in the general direction of the summit, as your 

speed drops to an alarmingly slow pace, you hope that this is some sort of 

optical illusion. 

 

If I’d been on my own I would have been checking for the dreaded slow 

puncture or rubbing brake block but Ian, Dave and Rob are all finding it hard 

going too. After a kilometre or so you are in no doubt that you are going up as 

the road swings right ‘if it carries on like this I’m going to be in difficulty’ 

says Dave. Unfortunately for him it does, at least for a good while yet. Even 

more unfortunately for Dave he has made the judgement error of just looking 

at the average gradient of 8% and thinking he can get away with a 25 sprocket. 

I am smug with my 28 knowing that average gradients can be deceptive and 

that there are some sustained sections of around 15%. It is also payback for the 

day last year when Dave spun happily up Hardknott Pass in his 32 sprocket, 

and I struggled up in ‘only’ a 29; today it is he who will have sprocket envy. 

 

This tough initial section carries for a kilometre or so until it eases as you 



approach a gate at a cattle grid. You need to stop to open this and then you are 

faced with another tough steep section, once over this the true majesty of the 

climb reveals itself as you then enter what seems to be a small dip in the road, 

probably just about flat in reality, in any case enjoy this while you can. To the 

left of the road is the impressive chasm of Knock Ore Gill, up ahead are two 

really steep sections of sustained 12-15% interspersed by a short easier 

section. This is the real crux of the climb, get over this and the hard work is 

done, almost. 

 

On its own this two kilometre stretch would probably score a 7 or 8. Select 

your lowest gear and just keep going until the gradient finally starts to ease 

and the road swings left towards the dome of the radar station. I chose not to 

try to follow Rob at this point for fear of blowing and I watched him gradually 

pull away in his 39x25, a wise choice because bearing in mind how long it 

lasts I may well have done. He told me at the top that this was the only way he 

felt he could keep the pedals turning smoothly; otherwise he may have ground 

to a halt. After riding this section at only around 6-7 mph it was good to have 

the luxury of clicking up a couple of gears and picking up a bit of speed as the 

percentage went down to something like 5%. This next half mile allows you to 

get some of the lactic out of your legs, this is just as well as there is a final 

cruel ramp up to the summit, again 12-15% for a couple of hundred metres. A 

few more pedal turns and you are on top of the second highest point in the 

Pennines, only the neighbouring Cross Fell is higher and only marginally so. 

All that is left is to cross the bumpy cattle grid, claim the summit and marvel 

at the views in all directions, simply magnificent. 

 

Descent 

 

Brilliant but you need to be careful of the speed as 50 mph + is easily 

achievable. Sheep seemed to like the top but weren’t around on the rest of the 

climb. The surface is just about perfect but the road does dip and roll and has 

some tight corners at a couple of places so you do feel that you get thrown 

around a bit and you need your wits and concentration about you, there are a 

couple of places where coming off would be disastrous. Once past the cattle 

grid and gate the bottom section is quite straight and with a tailwind it would 

be a top speed personal. best opportunity I would think. 

 

 

 

 



MY STORY 

Steve Binks 

 

With Norman retiring from the Club Administration I find myself being the 

longest serving club officer/ committee member. So how did it all begin? 

 

I joined the Cleveland Wheelers in 1971 following in my brother Mike’s 

footsteps. Mike was Racing Secretary at the time. My administration career 

started in 1973 when I joined the Committee as a 16 year old and 40 years 

later I am still there. I also started to organise races that year the first of many 

being a 50 mile TT at Catterick. The course starting at Catterick North and 

heading south on the A1 to Baldersby Roundabout turning left to Busby Stoop 

then left towards Northallerton. The turn was literally a U turn in the road 

before heading back. The start time 6AM on a Sunday! 

 

I have organised a race, be it a TT or a RR every year since. 

 

When Mike was killed in 1976 I took on the role of Racing Secretary, a 

different role from today as all Police notifications were sent in by myself as 

well as applying for all the club members British Cycling memberships. No 

computers in those days. I was racing Secretary until 1990 when I became 

Chairman for 4 years, before reverting back to the RS role. The Youth Officer 

role became mine in 1999. I also passed my coaching exams in 1986. 

 

I also organised my first road race a youth event on Hartlepool Trading Estate 

in 1976. However in 1977 I organised my brothers memorial race for the 1
st
 

time which I took control of every year, except for a gap of 2 years in the 

1990’s until Nigel Hopper kindly offered to take it on in 2009. Other events 

have included the forerunner of the present day 21 which was organised based 

on Lingdale in the mid 80’s, the 1
st
 Hill Climb on Carlton Bank in 1988, a two 

day stage race for Juniors and 3
rd

 category riders, The Stokesley Junior Classic 

from 1979 until 1983, and many a youth race and of course The League 2000 

or FAB League as it started out as 17 years ago. 

 

In 1989 I also became heavily involved with the organisation team of the 

Junior World Championships which were held at Clairville and Stockton in 

1990. My main role was to gather marshals together for the road events at 

Stockton and the Team Time Trial which took place on the A66, A19 and 

A174. All roads closed of course. During the track events I was charged with 

ensuring all riders were ready at the start line for the various events. 

 



This is my second spell as part of The Spokesman team, the first being from 

1985 until 1989, currently I have carried out the role since 2005 till the 

present. 

 

My racing career was very mediocre to say the least but I have got my name 

on a few of the club’s trophies and yes there were other people trying to win 

them as well!! 

 

JERSEYS 

Sherry Binks 

In 1905 when French cyclist Louis Trousselier (known as Trou Trou) won the 

Tour de France most jerseys were of wool.  And at the dawn of cycling there 

was no better fabric.  Wool wicked moisture away from the skin better than 

cotton and absorbed perspiration better, so it was better in winter or summer.  

But it also loses its shape when it gets wet and no doubt felt like a baggy rag.  

When they hit a climb, instead of the passage of air cooling through the fibres, 

the opposite would happen as it wouldn't help dissipate the heat, it would 

become oppressive. And it could smell pretty bad, too. 

  

Then Armando Castelli, the Italian tailor-turned-clothing-manufacturer, 

introduced silken jerseys in the 40's in order to provide a lighter, cooler option.  

They also took ink better and were flashier.  That was important to the 

progression of professional cycling, since by that time the titans of commerce 

had discovered the value of turning racing cyclists into dynamic billboards for 

their products. 

  

Trou Trou died in 1939, so he never did see the advent of post-wool clothing.  

In 1941 British chemists JT Dickson and Rex Whinfield patented PET, also 

known as Polyester.  With this invention, not only did the leisure suit become 

possible, but so did a whole world of synthetic fabric grandchildren to poor, 

plain polyester.  By the '80's an entire generation of cyclist had turned away 

from wool and embraced nex-gen fabrics that wicked like wool, were light 

like silk, and could be imprinted with vivid colours like, well, polyester. 

  

We've now come to an age where almost anything aesthetically can be done 

with a jersey.  And now the clock turns full circle with the Retro look 

becoming ever popular.  And something tells me that Trou-Trou is looking 

down from that eternal resting place of Tour de France winners, and finally 

smiling. 

 

Oh my personal favourite retro jersey being the La Vie Claire, but Stephen’s a 



Molteni, made with merino wool of course! 

 CYCLING BOOM BOOSTED BY MAMILS 

Posted by JASON on Nov 21, 2011 = Cycling Diaries 

 

So now we know it. The cycling boom is driven not by youngsters looking for 

first time bikes but instead Middle Aged Men in Lycra or Mamils as they are 

affectionately known in the trade. It would seem than men with some 

disposable income are not interested in fast cars anymore but instead climbing 

onto hi- performance bikes that can cost up to £6000 and more. 

 

Cycling it would appear is now starting to overtake marathon running as the 

new extreme exercise regime for men looking to put in destination trips such 

as sections of the Tour De France and John O’Groats to Lands End. This can 

only be good for all parts of the cycling industry as the Mamils won’t stop at 

just the bike. They are going to need the full kit as well, including helmets, 

cycling fashion and state of the art cycling accessories that are becoming as 

critical it would appear as a hacker’s golf bag. (Golfers are notoriously lavish 

when it comes to buying equipment). Enthusiasts need kit and that is the 

reason that retailers such as Halfords and online retailers such as Wiggle have 

seen their profits soar over the last few years. 

 

Peddlers 
 

bikes by, Giant, Eddy Merckx, Basso, Moda, Lapierre, 

Forme. 

 

wheels by, Mavic, Giant, Easton, American classic 

good stock of parts & accessories, Repairs & 

servicing. 

 

15% discount for Cleveland Wheelers members. 

16 York Road, Redcar ,Cleveland, TS10 5AA 

01642 490135 Email, peddlers@hotmail.co.uk 
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General Secretary Andrew Howe, 5 The Stonebow, Thornton Le Beans, 

Thirsk 

 

Social Secretary  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, Guisborough  

   Tel 01287 633087 

 

Membership Secretary  Dave Kirton 6 Glenue Close, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, 

TS7 0QN 01642 510161/07703331831 

 davekirton74@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer Maureen Daniel, 4 Cliff Tce, Liverton Mines, Saltburn Tel 

01287 640249 

 

Racing Secretary   Steve Binks, 116 Park Ave, Teesville 01642 689664 

 

Youth Development Officer Josef George, 12 Oak Road, Guisborough 

 

Committee Members  Clive Thornton, Norman Bielby, Derek George, Bill 

Millen, Mike Cole, Nigel Hopper,  

 

Spokesman Team Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Clive Thornton 

 

Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 313285 

 

www.clevelandwheelers.com 

http://www.facebook.com/clevelandwheelers 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is devoted to the well-

being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts that you would like including 

please contact Steve or Sherry, stephen_binks@sky.com 


