
Cleveland Wheelers 

SPOKESMAN 

Issue 126 Spring 2014 

 
 

 
Photo by John Main 

 
 

 
 

 
 



NEWS AND DATES 

 

Open time trials. 

Hilly 21.  9th March  Mike Cole  Stokesley 

18m TT.  20th April  Keith Alderson   Stokesley 
25m TT.  25th May  Steve Binks   Swainby 

Mountain TT.  17th. Aug  Shaun Joughin.   Castleton 

10m TT.  14th Sept  Shaun Joughin  Stokesley 

Hill Climb.  5th Oct   Dave Kirton.   Clay Bank 
 

Other Events 

BSCA National 10    6th June Paul Howe  Stokesley 
BSCA National TT’s 7th June Steve Binks  M’bro CC 

 

Challenge rides 
Northallerton 50  30th March 9am  Marton shops 

Mountain challenge  18th May 9am   Ayton tourist info car park 

100 challenge   20th July 9am   Marton shops.  

Rough stuff   25th Aug 10am   Dudley Arms,  
Ingleby Greenhow 

Castleton 50   28th Sept 9am   Marton Cross Roads 

 
CW TDF etap (away club run) 15th June. 9am for 9.30 start.  

West Park, Harrogate 

 

Yeovil Cycle club have approached us for some help with a charity event they 
are staging in April. Around 50 cyclists will be riding from Middlesbrough’s 

Riverside Stadium on Tuesday 28 April and arriving at Yeovil’s ground prior 

to kick-off on the Saturday for the game with Middlesbrough. They are doing 
the ride for a number of charities including prostate cancer. They will leave the 

football ground at about 7 am to ride to Northallerton and then on to Leeds the 

first day. The will have a route but if any members are free they would love 
some guides to get them to Northallerton. 

Further details from Mike Cole 

 

Results 

 

Derek George organised round 7 of the NECCL. The course as usual was 

based at Flatts Lane. Three events took place with James Anderson, Adept 
Racing winning the Sen/Vet/Jnr/Lady from 44 riders. The U16/14 winner was 

Josh Craven, Tyneside Vagabonds and  Joseph Brown Stockton Wheelers 



won the U12. Club members Daniel Thompson was 6th with Finlay Davies 

7th 
 

In the Velo 29 Croft series a great result for Ian Cowen who won the 4th 

Category race with Martin Brearey finishing in 9th place. 

 

HOW ON EARTH DID THAT HAPPEN? 

Ian Hutchinson 

 
Those of you that have known me for a while will be aware that I have this 

strange and probably unhealthy habit of entering Hill Climb Events. It has 

become an annual pilgrimage for me to compete in our own clubs Carlton 
Bank event, usually as the final event of my season. My training for the event 

usually consists of riding up and down Carlton Bank, building up a love/hate 

relationship with it. I love to get up it - as soon as I am over the top, but hate it 
when I am at the bottom about to set off up again.. 

 

So when I found out that this year’s event was to be moved to Clay Bank I had 

mixed feelings – elation that I could at last stop riding up and down Carlton 
Bank – but also with a sense of nostalgia that I would miss the joy of 

conquering it again at ‘race pace’. I dedicated myself to my training, and 

developed that same love/hate relationship with Clay Bank, although I have to 
admit it was a lot less painful than Carlton. 

 

So came the day of the event and with it probably the best weather I have 

encountered for our event – in the past it has usually been a combination of 
strong wind / cold temperatures / heavy rain for the race. But for once it was 

mild, dry and with a slight tail/side wind at the bottom of the hill. 

 
And so it came to the time for me to face the timekeeper. I had done a good 

long warm up and I hoped I was ready. The next 7min 42seconds seemed to 

pass in a bit of a dream – I knew I was riding hard but was it hard enough? 
Was I gaining on my minute man ahead- one Shaun Teasdale no less! Was I 

being caught by the man behind – I resisted the temptation to keep looking 

back. At last I was round the final bend and pushing for the line encouraged by 

the cheers and yells from the crowd at the top. I rolled into the car park at the 
top and rode slowly round and round in the car park, in an effort to warm 

down and limit the burn from the lactic acid in my legs. 

 
Also incorporated into the race was the VTTA (North) annual hill climb 

trophy. I was hoping to retain my VTTA (North) Veterans Hill Climb Title, but 



had strong competition from another 2 VTTA members that were entered. For 

this competition riders are given an age related target time (mine was 8min 48 
sec.), and then their actual time is calculated as plus or minus in respect of 

that. As it turned out, I beat the other two riders on actual time, so my plus 

time of 1min 06 secs was more than enough to retain the trophy and title for 

another year. 
 

Feeling very pleased with myself I went home and that afternoon I rashly 

submitted an entry for the RTTC National Hill Climb event 3 weeks later. This 
of course meant that I had to continue with my training, and even increase it, 

as the hill to be used – The Stang – near Reeth was longer and steeper. I spoke 

to a few people who has competed on The Stang, the previous year, and 
watched a YouTube video (several times) made by a cyclist who had ridden up 

it. As the event got nearer, I began to have doubts about the sanity of entering, 

and part of me hoped that my previous results would not be quick enough to 

get an entry – and then the email arrived confirming my entry had been 
accepted. So that was it, I was in and committed to riding, along with 179 

other riders in the various categories. 

 
On the day I arrived at the venue in plenty of time, knowing that parking 

would be at a premium, but fortunately I managed to get parked about a 

hundred yards from the HQ. From where I was parked I could see the bottom 
section of the course, going up the opposite side of the valley – it looked a lot 

steeper than on that video – what had I done to myself by entering this event. 

Was I about to prove how bad I was against the best hill climbers in the 

country?  
 

The weather was foul – it was blowing a very strong south westerly wind, and 

the rain kept coming over in squalls that varied from heavy rain to monsoon 
conditions with the occasional brief dry spell. In between the showers I 

jumped in and out of the car and got myself and the bike ready, setting it up on 

the turbo alongside the car. There was no shelter to be had – so I was warming 

up on the turbo, leaning into the wind to try and stop being blow off the turbo, 
and getting lashed with rain that was coming through the two layers off 

waterproofs that I had on.  

 
I have to admit that at one point I nearly packed it all away and went home – 

but I didn’t and continued with the warm up, until the time came to get the 

bike off the turbo, put the race wheels in, and strip down to my skinsuit and 
head to the start line.  

 



At this point I felt remarkably calm – my thoughts were controlled and all 

seemed to be going well – my legs felt good. And then just as I did a brief last 
minute sprint up a nearby hill my gears jumped, my left knee hit the bars and I 

opened up a lovely neat cut that immediately began trickling blood down my 

shin. Bearing in mind that my legs were well oiled to try and keep them warm, 

and the rain was pouring down, the blood made some lovely swirly patterns as 
it ran down. I had to keep wiping it with the cuff of my glove. 

 

And then it was my time, and I settled at the start. The countdown came and I 
was off. A brief bit off wheel spin in the first few pedal strokes on the wet road 

as I accelerated, and then I was on to the steep climb away from the start. I 

settled into a rhythm, trying to push but not go into the red zone, knowing that 
there was a long way to go – 2.3 miles with some 18% sections at the bottom. 

After the first long steep section, the road turns a corner, and then there is a 

short fast downhill section before the final long steady climb to the finish line. 

I remember seeing Jim Conlin, from Stockton Wheelers at one point and he 
was yelling that there was only 400 meters to go, so I put in the final push for 

the line. Once over the line I rolled on, and down the short descent before 

being beckoned over by a marshal who offered me a bin bag to wear as a 
gillet, for the ride back down. I checked my Garmin and saw that my time was 

11m 03 seconds. Well inside the 13mins I had set myself - partly thanks to the 

strong tailwind blowing up the hill. Given that it was raining, and blowing a 
gale, I gladly accepted the offer, and pulled the bag on. The ride back down 

was interesting – I actually had to pedal to go forwards down the hill against 

the wind, and didn’t dare go too fast or the wind would undoubtedly have 

blown me off the road. 
 

Back at the car I got into warm almost dry clothing and put the bike away, and 

went to hand in my numbers at the HQ and check on the times of the other 3 
riders in my age category (55-59 for those of you that don’t know how old I 

am!). One of the riders had not started, and I was quicker than the other one 

(12min 13sec.) who had started well ahead of me. There was one time to come 

for my category – for last year’s defending category champion - and I was 
leading. I didn’t allow myself to believe that I might actually win, and then 

there was the official putting up more times – and the time he put up for the 

remaining rider was 9m53sec. I was disappointed but not surprised. Seeing no 
reason to stay for the prize presentation I set off for home. 

Once home, and after a lovely warm shower, and putting away the bike and all 

my soaking kit, I checked the full results on the Internet, to see who had won 
overall.  

 



And as I went down the list I spotted my name – 121st place from the 161 

finishers and then that of the rider who I believed had beaten me – down at 
143rd and his time now said 11m53sec.  I didn’t dare believe that I might have 

actually won – so immediately sent an email to the organiser to ask if he knew 

why it had been changed – he replied quite quickly – confirming that the 

wrong time had been put on the result board, and it was in fact 11.53 for the 
defending champion - I had won the category.  

 

The shock of knowing I had won was tinged with disappointment – I had 
missed the chance to be presented with my winner’s medal immediately after 

the event. Then the messages starting coming in on Facebook from fellow 

cyclist – firstly from Simon Coates who had also competed and had stayed for 
the presentation – confirming that I had won and was the National Champion 

for the 55-59yrs category, and then from others congratulating me on my win. 

It was a strange feeling thinking that I was a National Champion. 

 
It is especially surprising for me because as some of you know, 12 months 

earlier I had needed a crutch to walk, and my right arm was strapped tightly to 

my body in a sling to protect my broken collarbone, along with a number of 
other broken bones and lots of missing skin, after being mugged by a tough 

Yorkshire Ninja Killer chicken near Ingleby Greenhow! 

The downside of the win is of course that I will have to consider doing it all 
again next year to defend my title – I’m not giving it up without a fight!  

 

Christmas Day TT 

A cold but bright Christmas Day morning saw 18 riders in the annual 
Cleveland Wheelers Christmas Day Time Trial. First rider to meet timekeeper 

Sherry Binks was Denis Punshon who set of on the Newton under Roseberry, 

Pinchinthorpe, Swans Corner, Poole, Great Ayton 9.5 mile course. 
 

Harry Tanfield (KTM – Pro Cycling) proved to be the fastest rider of the day 

in 21.19, with Marcus Smith being the fastest Cleveland Wheeler in 23.22, 
another trophy for him. 

 

1) Harry Tanfield  KTM – Pro Cycling  21.19 

2) Charlie Tanfield  Adept Precision   23.07 
3) Marcus Smith  Cleveland Wheelers  23.22 

4) Dave Kirton  Cleveland Wheelers  24.54 

5) John Main  Cleveland Wheelers  26.17 
6) Steven Turner  Cleveland Wheelers  26.52 

7) Mike Guymer  TS Racing   27.06 



8) Aaron Preston  Cleveland Wheelers  27.16 

9) Stewart Tanfield Cleveland Wheelers  27.55 
10) Dave Cole  Cleveland Wheelers  28.08 

11) Dave Williams  Cleveland Wheelers  28.23 

12) Toby Tanfield  Cleveland Wheelers  28.45 

13) Andrew Howe  Cleveland Wheelers  30.10 
14) Mike Cole  Cleveland Wheelers  31.32 

15) Ian Holtby  Teesside Clarion  31.39 

16) Vicki Howe  Cleveland Wheelers  35.09 
17) Paul Howe  Cleveland Wheelers  36.23 (Inc 

Puncture) 

18) Denis Punshon  Cleveland Wheelers  39.05 
 

Many thanks to George Preston for being pusher off and for serenading the 

riders as they finished with the bag pipes. As you may know the entry money 

for the event goes straight to charity, along with the donations from the various 
open events organised during the year. The club have doubled the amount so 

“200 is being sent to Breast Cancer Charity following Hannah Raw’s epic ride 

detailed in the last magazine. 
 

Father Christmas (alias Steve Binks) 

 

Dinner Dance 

103 members and friends attended this year’s Dinner Dance and Prize 

Presentation at the Sporting Lodge Hotel. Chairman Mike Cole outlined the 

fact that the club is going from strength to strength and that 2014 looks even 
more promising. He also noted that Bryan Bevis has been organising the 

dinner since 1983 and the highlighted the amount of organising it takes. Bryan 

has indicated that the 2014 dinner would be the last one he organises. 
 

The trophies were handed out by Club President Norman Bielby with the 

Mike Binks Memorial Salver being awarded to Dave Kirton for all the hard 
work he has done in the previous 12 months. 

 

During the evening a note was read out from Keith Alderson which said 

“My 10 year old grand daughter, Gaby, needs your help, but to be honest, she 
doesn’t realise it. Gaby was diagnosed with a rare children’s cancer in 

September and since then her life has changed beyond belief. I am not one for 

fluffing things up, so I’ll keep this to the point. Gabrielle has a rare childhood 
cancer which was diagnosed through a routine doctor’s visit, it showed the 

cancer had spread throughout her body and was very aggressive.” 



 

The success rates in the UK for this type of cancer are against us, we need to 
raise £500k to get Gaby the treatment that is only available abroad. £500k 

seems a huge milestone, it is, though as a family we cannot give up hope.  

For every donation Gaby receives, we are so grateful. Please help to give my 

niece a chance of recovery, so I am asking for help and I am not ashamed to do 
so. Any donation will help, so if you can please visit Gaby’s Just Giving Page  

http://www.justgiving.com/NCCAUKGabrielles-journey and share this link. 

Text Giving code GABR78 and your amount £1 to £10 to 70070” 
 

Moorland Crosses on the North York Moors  

 
Take a ride across the North York Moors and you will see at least one 

Moorland Cross. They form a series of ancient crosses (and one considerably 

newer) right across the whole North York Moors area.  Apparently with over 
30 crosses named on an OS map there are more on our moorland than any 

other part of England. 

 

The crosses were put up for a variety of reasons to mark boundaries of hunting 
forests, or sheep grazing rights, or erected by monks as preaching crosses 

where the monks would preach to the moorland people. In 1711, by order of 

the Justices of Northallerton stone signposts were erected at all moorland 
crossroads as way markers to help travellers find their way across the moors. 

The moorland crosses come in many different forms, although they are all 

known as 'crosses' the shapes include a crucifix shape, simple monolith, while 

some just have a cross design carved into the stone 
 

As stated sometimes putting up a cross was often seen as an act of religious 

devotion, and became a sign of an act of good works. Many of the crosses also 
had an indentation in the top, where travellers would leave money (a few 

coins) or small offerings of food to help other travellers in need - you may still 

find a few coins or sweets left there today. Here are my favourites. 
 

Ralph’s Crosses  

Young Ralph stands tall at a junction of two moorland roads to Rosedale and 

Westerdale. The monument actually stands on private land.  In 1974 it became 
even more famous because it was chosen as the symbol of the North York 

Moors National Park. It dates back to 1200AD but the present cross is 

probably 18th Century - before then there are records showing that at some 
time it was made of wood. At that time it may have been referred to as ‘The 

Roda Cross’ (Rude Cross), the cross probably acted as a medieval highway 



marker because it stands at the junction of two moorland roads. 

 
The present stone cross is 9ft high (2.7m). It has had to be repaired several 

times. It was damaged in 1961 and again in 1984 after which it lay in two 

pieces when a ‘traveller’ tried to climb the cross, to retrieve some coins left 

there, and broke it into pieces! Happily in 1985 the cross was lovingly restored 
and re-erected by some local craftsmen at the English Heritage Commission’s 

stone masonry workshop at Mount Grace Priory.  The middle section of the 

cross was made from new stone from nearby quarries; the top section was not 
badly damaged, but a section of delta metal was inserted inside the shaft to 

make a secure link between the sections and the cross-head.  The cross is a 

listed monument. 
 

How did it get there? The most popular tale tells of a poor traveller who died 

from exhaustion entirely penniless. He was found by a local farmer from 

Danby called Ralph who decided to erect a cross at the place he found him as 
a guide for future travellers and as stated previously, by tradition there are 

often a few coins to be found on top of the cross, if the traveller could reach it! 

Another tale is that the cross was set up to mark the resting place of a monk 
from Farndale and a nun from Rosedale.  They would often meet here and a 

romantic liaison of sorts occurred, but they were found out by their superiors 

and came to a nasty end, possibly with their deaths. Choose your favourite 
version! 

 

'Old Ralph' is just 200m away to the south standing on higher ground, located 

on Blakey Ridge and marks the old road from Westerdale to Blakey Ridge. At 
just 5 feet high this cross is smaller and older than its neighbour.  This cross 

dates from the beginning of the 13th century. 

How did it get there?   The most popular tale is that perhaps it is a memorial to 
Ralph, Bishop of Guisborough, a relation of De Brus of Danby Castle and who 

in 1200 was given extensive grazing rights in this area.  An elegant R is carved 

into the stone base, on the crosspiece of the shaft are the initials C D for 

Charles Duncombe and below the date 1708. Another version is that it is 
alleged to be named after a dales man called Ralph, who attached himself to 

the Rosedale Priory helping with the livestock and building jobs. He lived to a 

great age and was known by the dales folk as 'Aud Ralph Roas'le'.  Choose 
your favourite version! 

 

Fat Betty is my favourite name for a cross. Fat Betty looks short and stumpy 
(hence the name) She is sometimes referred to as White Cross.  She stands just 

north of the road that leads from Blakey Rigg to Rosedale Abbey, at the 



junction of the Danby, Westerdale and Rosedale parishes.  She could possibly 

be Norman and is only one of two known wheel heads on the North York 
Moors. The head of the cross is an ancient wheel head painted white, set into a 

large stone base, also half of which is painted.  

 

How did it get there?  The most popular tale is that a local farmer's wife, Fat 
Betty, fell from their horse and cart on a dark, foggy night. When he arrived 

home and noticed she was missing from the back of the cart he retraced his 

route across the moor and all he could find was the large, squat stone. Or  
perhaps it takes its name from a Cistercian nun, from the Priory at Rosedale 

These nuns wore gowns of undyed wool and were referred to as ' White 

Ladies'  There is another tale about two nuns and a servant getting lost in the 
fog, perhaps this explains how the stone got her name. 

 

Lilla Cross Is thought to be the oldest and probably the finest moorland cross 

dating back to the 10th Century and is Just off the Whitby-Pickering road, at 
Ellerbeck Bridge. It is situated only about a mile north-east of the Fylingdales 

Early Warning Radar Station on Lilla Rigg, the two structures, within sight of 

each other, providing a massive contrast to the history of these moors. 
The ancient cross is 10 foot high and free-standing but it sits upon what is 

probably a ruined Bronze-Age bowl barrow called Lilla Howe; the recumbent 

stones that lie around the base of the cross may form part of that. It is a sturdy, 
stocky cross that has some letters carved onto it, one in particular being a large 

letter “C” possibly meaning Christos (Christ) and with that a small thin cross; 

there are a few other faint letters but these are difficult to decipher now. A 

plaque on a nearby stone gives information about the cross. 
 

How did it get there?  Legend has it that the cross marks the grave of Lilla, 

who died saving the life of his king, Edwin, of Northumbria - in 625 AD he 
saved the life of Edwin by throwing himself between the king and an assassin 

receiving fatal wounds from a poisoned dagger. In 1952 the cross was moved 

to Sil Howe near Goathland by the Royal Engineers to avoid it being damaged 

by gunfire as it was on a site used for artillery training. 10 years later in 1962 
it was returned to its original site on top of Lilla Howe by the 508 field 

Squadron of The Royal Engineers Territorial Army In the 1920s excavations 

on the barrow revealed some artefacts of jewellery, but no remains of Edwin’s 
trusty chief minister were found; the jewellery was, in fact, said to date from 

the mid 9th century. Lilla Cross has been referred to by historians as the oldest 

Christian cross on the North York Moors. 
 

Stump Cross lies just a few yards north of an ancient track which runs west 



from Stonegate to Danby Beacon, Lealholm.  In medieval times this track was 

known as Stonegate and joined the old road Lardgate at Beacon Hill which led 
from Whitby to Danby. As its name indicates, Stump Cross is now a broken 

remnant of the original upright shaft of stone. A short piece of shaft is wedged 

into the large square base which itself rests on a flat stone. Other pieces of 

broken cross are lying at the sides. 
 

How did it get there?  There is little doubt that Stump Cross would have 

played its part as a way marker to guide those early travellers heading for the 
village of Danby. 

 

Nether Silton 

 

Has a rather special church. All Saints Church in Nether Silton serves the 

Leake Parish.  In 1812 the church was rebuilt and in 1878 it was enlarged It 
has a Jacobean chair, a Norman font and alter rails made from wood of H.M.S. 

Dreadnought of Lord Nelsons day.  The stained glass windows in the church 

are in remembrance of the Scaife family, who originally came from the area of 

Thirsk in North Yorkshire and were known as the Mowbray Scaifes.  
Demographics 

 

In 1881 the total population occupying Nether Silton was 176, consisting of 96 
males and 80 females.  According to data from the Census the population in 

2001 was 93, consisting of 44 males and 49 females. 55% of the population 

are aged 45 years and above and the mean age of the population is 46.6 years. 

Therefore from the demographic statistics, Nether Silton has a declining 
population and also an emerging ageing population. 

 

Employment 
In 1881, 36 out of the 44 males were employed in agriculture, therefore the 

dominant occupation. During the same period of time, the majority of female’s 

occupations are not specified.   
 

Club Trophies 

Senior BAR 

Awarded to the fastest club senior rider over 10, 25 and 50 miles Time Trials. 
 

Ladies BAR 

Awarded to the fastest club Lady rider over 2 x 10, and 2 x 25 miles Time 
Trials. 

 



Junior BAR 

Awarded to the fastest club Junior (U18) rider over 2 x 10, and 2 x 25 miles 
Time Trials. 

 

Vets BAR 

Awarded to the fastest club Veteran rider over 10, 25 and 50 miles Time Trials, 
using the Vets ‘Standards’. 

 

25 trophy 
Fastest club rider in our 25 mile TT (this year 25/05) 

 

25 Handicap 
Highest placed club rider in our 25 mile TT handicap section (this year 25/05) 

Clubman 

 

10 
Fastest club rider in our 10 mile TT (this year 14/09) 

 

Senior Tourist 
Awarded to the club rider who gains the most points in the Challenge Rides 

 

Junior Tourist 
Awarded to the Junior (U18) club rider who gains the most points in the 

Challenge Rides 

 

Clubman 
Awarded to the highest amalgamated place in the clubs handicap 25 and 

Senior Tourist Trophy 

 

Youth Trophy boys 

Awarded to the club male youth (U16) rider who gains the most points in the 

League 2000 

 

Youth Trophy girls 

Awarded to the club female youth (U16) rider who gains the most points in the 

League 2000 
 

Hill Climb 

Awarded to the fastest club rider in our annual hill climb 
 

Cyclo Cross 



Awarded to the highest placed club rider in our annual Cyclo Cross Event 

 

Track 

Awarded to the club member who gains the most points in British Cycling 

track events 

 

Youth Road Racing  

Awarded to the Youth (U16) club member who gains the most points in British 

Cycling road events 
 

Senior Road Racing 

Awarded to the senior club member who gains the most points in British 
Cycling road events 

 

The following trophies are awarded to the riders in the club’s evening series 

Evening Series Male Scratch 

Evening series Male Handicap 

Evening series Female Scratch 

Evening series Female Handicap 
 

Speed Judging 

Awarded to the rider closest to the nominated speed in the annual Speed 
Judging competition. 

 

Freewheeling Solo 

Awarded to the solo rider who freewheels the furthest down Stone Stoop Hill 
at Ingleby Greenhow 

 

Freewheeling Tandem 
Awarded to the tandem riders who freewheels the furthest down Stone Stoop 

Hill at Ingleby Greenhow 

 

Mike Binks Memorial Salver 
To the club member who during the previous year has done the most to 

forward the clubs interests (voted by the Committee). 

 

Ron Longmire 

Fastest Teesside DC rider in the Club’s 25 mile TT 

 
 

 



Cycling in Government 

 
Cyclists could be better protected if councils were granted stronger powers to 

target dangerous drivers, leaders have said. 

 
Warning that ‘very little’ is being done to tackle inconsiderate drivers, the 

Local Government Association (LGA) has called for councils to be allowed to 

enforce cycle lanes and crack down on illegal U-turns and box junction 

offences. Town hall leaders said they would target notoriously congested 
junctions and stretches of road if ministers implemented Part 6 of the Traffic 

Management Act 2004. 

 
While Transport for London has been using similar powers for years to cut 

offences by 50%, police outside the capital often do not have the resources to 

enforce them – according to the LGA. 
 

Before giving evidence to a Parliamentary inquiry into cycling safety, Cllr 

Mike Haines, of the LGA's economy and transport board, said: ‘Very little is 

currently being done to stop the minority of inconsiderate and dangerous 
drivers who block cycle lanes and bus lanes, pull up in cycle boxes at traffic 

lights and clog box junctions. 

 
‘If the Government is serious about championing cyclists, then it must hand 

councils outside London greater powers to tackle moving traffic violations. 

‘Granting councils the power to tackle impatient drivers who break the law 

and put cyclists at risk in an effort to shave seconds off their journey would 
undoubtedly also help ease congestion, reduce pollution and make roads safer 

for everyone.’ 

 
Research from Cambridge University has today revealed the NHS could save 

at least £250m in treating inactivity related illnesses per year if 10% of trips in 

England and Wales were made by bike. British Cycling’s policy adviser, Chris 
Boardman, said: ‘Britain is now one of the most successful cycling nations in 

the world. How can we be getting it so right in terms of elite success but still 

be failing to truly embed cycling as an everyday part of British culture? 

 
‘Local and national government needs to wake up and realise that cycling is 

the solution to so many of the major problems Britain is now facing.’ 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/ 
 

 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/


Phillip Darnton OBE, Bicycle Association Executive Director, said only the 

prime minister can bring about real change in this country, and criticised 
David Cameron’s leadership on cycling. He said we need to stop talking about 

cycling in isolation, as it is ‘too divisive’, and instead think about what type of 

place we want to live. 

 
He said: “However hard cyclists lobby, when it comes to a general election 

they aren’t going to change the shape of parliament by getting people in the 

street saying they are voting cycling. Cycling is too divisive; we need to talk 
about what kind of places we want to live.” Darnton said a cycling revolution 

will only work if planned on a town-wide scale, referencing Hull as a success 

story with six times the national level of cycling. 
 

“I do think it is doable but not in this parliament. We have to have real cross 

party support; it is not just transport, it is about education and health and I just 

think it needs some sense of long term vision. 
 

“Only the Prime Minister can make it happen and say: ‘it is a transport issue, 

it is an education issue and a health issue’ and that is why I think it goes all the 
way to the top,” he said. Darnton also criticised a lack of resources allocated 

to cycling, adding that announcing a ‘cycling revolution’ from a playing field 

in Watford wasn’t leadership. 
 

“A plan without resources is a wish,” he added. 

http://www.cyclingweekly.co.uk/ 
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President  Norman Bielby 

 

Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 

Chairman  Mike Cole, 185 Eagle Park, Marton, TS8 9QU  

Tel: 01642 318886 

 

General Secretary Graeme Tate, 17 Newton Road, Great Ayton  

TS9 6BS Tel: 01642 724506 

 

Social Secretary  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, Guisborough  

   Tel 01287 633087 

 

Membership Secretary  Dave Kirton 6 Glenue Close, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, 

TS7 0QN 01642 510161/07703331831 
 davekirton74@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Treasurer Maureen Daniel, 4 Cliff Tce, Liverton Mines, Saltburn Tel 

01287 640249 

 

Racing Secretary   Marcus Smith, 14 Marton Gill, Saltburn 

 

Youth Development Officer Josef George, 12 Oak Road, Guisborough 

 

Committee Members  Clive Thornton, Steve Murphy, Derek George, Bill Millen, 

Steve Tilley, Steve Binks, Shaun Joughin 
 

Spokesman Team Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Clive Thornton 

 

Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 313285 

www.clevelandwheelers.com 

http://www.facebook.com/clevelandwheelers 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is devoted to the well-

being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts that you would like including 

please contact Steve or Sherry, stephen_binks@sky.com 

mailto:stephen_binks@sky.com

