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NEWS AND DATES 

 

Open time trials. 

Mountain TT.  17th. Aug  Shaun Joughin.   Castleton 

Mike Binks Mem RR 17
th
 Aug Chris Smart  Stokesley 

10m TT.  14th Sept  Shaun Joughin  Stokesley 

Hill Climb.  5th Oct   Dave Kirton.   Clay Bank 

 

Other Events 
BSCA National 10    7th June Paul Howe  Stokesley 

BSCA National TT’s 8th June Steve Binks  M’bro CC 

 

Challenge rides 

100 challenge   20th July 9am   Marton shops.  

Rough stuff   25th Aug 10am   Dudley Arms,  
Ingleby Greenhow 

Castleton 50   28th Sept 9am   Marton Cross Roads 

 

CW TDF etap (away club run) 15th June. 9am for 9.30 start.  
West Park, Harrogate 

 

The Club’s AGM will be held late August early September. Any member 

wishing to place an item on the agenda must forwarded it to the General 

Secretary by 1
st
 August. 

 

Club Membership currently stands at 228, with 164 seniors, 36  
juveniles/Juniors, 4 honorary and 24 life members. 

 

 

2013 2014 Social Season 

Bryan Bevis 

 
To begin with the Bring and Buy which was held as usual in Stokesley Town 

Hall was as popular as ever and again helped to put a few coffers into the club 

kitty.  Second hand cycling items in all forms, from books to complete bikes.  

The number of people on average who come along to this event is just over 
200, some of whom just want to get rid of some items.  A few years ago whilst 

in the final moments of the evening I was asked if I could get rid of a rusty 

pair of rollers as they did not want to take them back home., ther was also a 
pair of old cycling shoes left at this event and going by the state of them it was 

no wonder .  Meeting up for a cuppa and a cake in the cafe has always been 



popular as the buying and selling and browsing . 

 
Quiz Night 

Thought I may have been over scribed for this evening event again held at the 

Globe pub, as I was last year but not so on this occasion, just over 40 

attending this entertaining evening quiz and buffet, rumour has it that the quiz 
night clashed with a local beer festival, or was it that the questions are a little 

difficult!   It is after all just a fun night Anyway it was a good evening and the 

first prize of a large quantity of biscuits was welcome as was the last prize of 
some home grown onions gave them something to cry over. 

 

Pre Christmas Lunch 
Which was again held in Great Ayton WI Hall, was a nice occasion, the 

numbers attending could have been more, but thw singing of the Christmas 

carols for some is a hard thing to do which is a shame I always think the spirit 

of Christmas is given more appeal with the carol singing, or is this me with an 
old fashioned way of thinking.  Anyhow this year’s gathering were in good 

voice, the singing was good and all did enjoy the good buffet afterwards, plus 

the Christmas cake and wine which went with a bang.  Stan Dowthwaite on 
proceeding to open a bottle of sparkling wine nearly shot a surprised parent 

with the cork, should consider health and safety at this event next year or at 

least send Stan on a bottle opening course. 
 

Over a goodly number of years many many club members (and a few non club 

members) have helped me to do the clubs social events, jobs that at times are a 

taken just for granted, baking cakes, serving teas, washing up pots, selling 
raffle tickets etc. To those people I would just like to say a very big thank you, 

for without your support the winter social functions would of been more 

difficult.  Can I also say through the pages of Spokesman a big thank you to 
my biggest helper, Margaret, the wife. 

 

Club Dinner Dance & Trophy Presentation Evening 

This evening events was fairly well supported, just over 100 attending the 
function at the Sporting lodge near Stainton. Norman Bielby our Club 

President did the honours of handing out the trophies and certificates, these 

items seem to be increasing in number with the club membership progressing 
upwards.  This evenings meal was good and going by the different age groups 

(juvenile & Pensioners) on the dance floor, the music was O.K. also. 

The club made a loss of £92.01 on the dinner dance but this was countered by 
the £204.00 made on the raffle.  

 



May I just say a very big thank you for all the get well cards, phone calls and 

visits from club members enquiring as to my well being after my recent 
cycling accident.  I pleased to say I am now out of hospital, but it will be some 

time yet before I am back riding a bike. Again thank you all. 

 

In the recent club magazine (issue 124) in the article written by Ian 
Hutchinson on the subject of hill climb, Ian’s words on talking about the 

change of club’s hill climb course from Carlton Bank to Clay Bank.  Ian says 

he would miss the joy of conquering it (Carlton Bank) again at race pace.  The 
word ‘joy’ for me does not seem to  spring to mind when I look at the photos 

of Ian horizontal on the road side in 2012 after he completed the climb, the 

event secretary looking at him was wondering would he need to contact the 
ambulant or undertaker.  But Ian to some extent, for all the hill climbs I have 

ridden I can agree. 

 

Results 

 

21 Mile TT Mike Cole 

The usual challenging conditions stayed away this year with riders 
encountering near perfect conditions resulting in a fast day!  

Congratulations to Harry Tanfield taking the Andrew Hutton Memorial 

Trophy, with a winning time of 43:31. Second place went to Josh Teasdale in 
43:41. Third place was taken by Keith Murry44:08. The team prize was won 

by Adept Precision/ NE Healthcare Westbrook Cycles. Ladies prize was won 

by Kerry Gowland. Junior winner Charlie Tanfield 

The Tandem prize was won by Tony Main and granddaughter Paige McLeod. 
Veteran prize winners: 

40/49. Jon Sturman 

50/59. Martin Hopkinson 
60+. Tony Kent 

Thanks go to all of the club members who helped marshal the event without 

which it could not go ahead, and to the sponsors Chapters Hotel and 
Restaurant for their generous help. Thanks must also go to Blue Giraffe 

Bicycles, Godley’s Cycles and Westbrook Cycles for their support. 

Timekeepers Bill Millen and Ian Hutchinson, Stan Douthwaite for the results 

service and special thanks must go to the ladies who provided the cakes. 
Thanks to Pat, Maureen, Tracy, Helen and Tatiana for the refreshments on the 

day. 

 
The club’s 25 was held on a new course from Swainby to Pinchinthorpe. 39 

riders enterd but only 30 started on the day. Winner was Harry Tanfield riding 



for KTM in 54.39 seconds, Harry alos wins the Ron Longmire Trophy. Club 

times were Simon Coates 00:57:54; Richard Lilleker 01:00:35; Robert Lee 
01:01:12; David Kirton 01:04:12;Angela Ackerley 01:10:07; Katie Scott 

01:10:59; Paul Williams 01:11:05; Darren Pine  01:11:29; Debbie Pine 

01:14:38; Chris Roose 01:16:21; Roger Davies  01:16:43; Joanne Roose 

01:20:22; Rebecca Kirton 01:21:59; and Sandra Main (as a private trial) 
1:31:21: 

 

The handicap was won by Daniel Hogg, Darlington CC, however as this event 
also includes our 25 handicap trophy club positions were Robert Lee,  Simon 

Coates, Richard Lilleker, Katie Scott, David Kirton, Angela Ackerley, Paul 

Williams, Debbie Pine, Joanne Roose, Darren Pine, Rebecca Kirton, Chris 
Roose, Roger Davies. 

 

Many thanks to Bill and Sherry for timekeeping, and teas and all marshalls. 

 
Aaron Preston was selected by British Cycling to ride in the Youth Tour of 

Scotland which took place from 5th to 8th April. Aaron was part of a four man 

team representing the North East and finished a creditable 47
th
. 

 

This is a Category A (U16) event and Aaron, who’s a Category B (U14) was 

granted a dispensation to ride up a category based on his 2013 results. 
 

The club currently third in the British Cycling Regional rankings with 105 

points. Ian Cowen leads the way with 51 points picking up wins at the 

Gateshead College/SASMI Circuit Race Series and The Highfield 
Kitchens/Godley Cycles Evening Crit Series. Marcus Smith has gathered 20 

points with placings in the Highfield Kitchens/Godley Cycles Evening Crit 

Series 
 

Martin Brearley has 19 points with placings in the Highfield Kitchens/Godleys 

Bikes North East Spring Cup series. Andrew Curson has 18 points with a 

victory in the Highfield Kitchens/Godley Cycles Evening Crit Series as well 
as placings. 

 

Other riders with points are Anthony Moy, Michael Rennison, Darren Pine and 
Dave Williams. 

 

Aaron Preston leads the youth challenge with 38 points, these gained with 
numerous wins at the Middlesbrough Cycling Circuit, Gateshead and 2

nd
 

places in York. Toby Tanfield has amassed 11 points which includes a victory 



at the Manchester Velodrome. Zac Raw’s 10 points comes from placings at the 

Cycling Circuit and York. Ross Turner has also gained points from events at 
the Cycling Circuit. 

 

The Time Trials scene has had Simon Coates finishing 4
th
 in the Teesdale CRC 

20.7 just ahead of  Richard Lillekar 6
th
 and Graeme Tait 7

th
. Simon was also 9

th
 

in the Stockton Whs 50. 

 

CLUB CHALLENGE EVENTS 

 

Northallerton 50. A fantastic turn out today for the event. Numbers have been 

growing and growing but today was a new record with about 70 riders. I had 
60 sign on and there was quite a few other riders floating around. All the 

reports are that everyone had a great day with the usual attacks on Bulimoor in 

the hitter group, others getting lost, all the usual fun. I had a nice time in the 
steady group with a great bunch of riders. Many of which completed it for the 

first time. I hope I kept the Brian Bevis traditions up at the start and finish 

until his return at the next event! Well done everyone. Dave Kirton. 

 
Mountain Challenge 

35 hardy riders tackled the 45 and 53 mile super hilly routes. The routes 

include over 2000meters of climbing and have been described as brutal. Well 
done everyone and thanks for turning up for the suffering. Thanks to Brian and 

Margaret Bevis for officiating. 

 

A Norfolk Day Out 
Steve Binks 

 

A couple of Spokesmans ago I described a ride in Norfolk, well this is the 
story of another jaunt in the flat lands of Norfolk. 

 

We again set off from our bed and breakfast at Ridlington vicarage just north 
of Norwich. Our direction was westwards towards Honing and eventually 

Worstead. This is the village where the cloth gets its name from, The village 

became very prosperous from the twelfth century when weavers from Flanders 

arrived in the area. Worsted wool fabric is typically used in the making of 
tailored garments such as suits. 

 

From Worstead we turned southwards towards Hoveton and Wroxham. The 
distance covered 10 miles Wroxham is often called the "Capital of the Broads" 

however the reason for visiting this village was The Bure Valley Railway, for 



those of you who know me I am also keenly interested in railways. The BVR 

is Norfolk's longest fifteen inch gauge line at 9 miles long runs between 
Wroxham  and the ancient market town of Aylsham. We boarded the train 

(yes with bikes) for the journey to Alysham, our engine being No.7 

'SPITFIRE' The locomotive was designed and built specifically for the railway 

and delivered in 1994. The journey takes 45 minutes. 
 

Upon reaching Alysham we decided to have a tea break before setting off on 

our bike ride again. After initially heading in the wrong direction we headed 
north into some very quiet and picturesque lanes. In some places they were 

flooded however the sun was shining on us. Our route took us through 

Earpingham, Calthorpe to Aldborough. The village green here has hosted a 
traditional fun fair annually on Midsummer’s Day since the reign of King 

John. The next village we encountered was Hanworth. Our  general direction 

was north however we were descending quite a long time and it was at this 

point I realised that we had missed our turning. Well we were entering into 
Cromer which is perched on the very edge of the north Norfolk coast. We 

decided it was time for our sandwiches, but there was nowhere to stop or sit. 

 
So on we continued and this was up what must be the only hill in Norfolk, 3 

miles further on we stopped in Overstrand. We found a seat overlooking the 

North Sea for our sandwiches. After our break we continued heading south 
following the coast road, though not many sea views. At Mundsley our route 

took us inland, passing Stow Mill, which was built as a flour mill in around 

1826. The mill was operational until 1930, when most of its interior 

machinery was removed and turned into a small home. In 1960 it was 
redeemed, when it was selected for preservation by Norfolk County Council. 

The mill is open to visitors most days but we didn’t stop as we continued to 

Paston.  
 

Here we turned into the ‘quiet lanes’, Norfolk was the first county in Britain to 

introduce Quiet Lanes. They are country lanes where motorists are encourged 

to take particular care in the presence of cyclists, walkers and horseriders. 
These lanes were a great joy to ride through for the final miles of our 46 mile 

tour as we passed Bacton Woods and Witton Bridge. 

 
Upon arriving back at our accommodation a big plate of home made chocolate 

brownies was handed to me, well it was my birthday. 

 
 

 



Machines 

 
Dearest, note how these two are alike: 

The harpsichord pavane by Pucell 

And the racer’s twelve-speed bike. 
 

The machinery of grace is always simple. 

This chrome trapezoid, one wheel connecte 

To another of concentric gears, 
Which Ptolemy dreamt of and Schwinn perfected, 

Is gone. The cyclist, not the cycle steers, 

And in the playing,Purcell’s chords are played away. 
 

So this talk, or touch if I were there, 

Should work its effortless gadgetry of love, 
Like Dante’s heaven and melt into the air. 

 

If it doesn’t of course, I’ve fallen. So much is chance, 

So much agility, desire and feverish care, 
As bicyclists and harpists prove 

 

Who only by moving can balance, 
Only by balancing move 

 

Michael Donaghjy 

 

North York Moors National Park 

 

Most of us cycle through the North York Moors National Park, however not all 
of us know much about the park. There are 15 members of the National Parks 

family, the moors is one of the largest expanses of heather moorland in the 

United Kingdom. It covers an area of 1,436 km2 (554 sq mi), and it has a 
population of 23,380. The North York Moors became a National Park in 1952, 

through the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act of 1949.  

 

All parks share two statutory purposes; To conserve and enhance the natural 
and cultural heritage of the area, and to promote understanding and enjoyment 

of the special qualities of the National Park by the public 

 
The Average weather statistics are: 

100 wet days, 215 dry days, 50 snow fall days, rainfall of 1000 mm to 1520 



mm (39 in to 60 in) near the coast, rainfall of 635 mm to 760 mm (25 in to 30 

in), inland summer temperatures of 20 °C to 32 °C (68 °F to 90 °F) and 
winter temperatures of -1 °C to 10 °C (30 °F to 50 °F)  

 

Archaeologists have discovered the remains of Iron and Bronze Age 

settlements and the park has two Visitor Centres - The Moors National Park 
Centre at Danby and Sutton Bank National Park Centre.  

 

Evening Series Personal Bests 

With the newly expanded evening series well under way here is the list of  

Seamer Circuit All time fastest times for 1 Lap (year set in brackets) 

 

Male 

Harry Tanfield  18.16 (2013)  Rob Carter  18.29 (2013) 

Richard Meadows 18.38 (2008) Geoff Robinson  19.04 (2003) 
Phil Huntsman  19.26 (2004)   Lewis Meadows 20.10 (2005) 

Mike Holtby  20.17 (2000) Charlie Tanfield  20.17 (2013) 

Frank Montague 20.20 (2013) Simon Coates  20.23 (2001) 

Marcus Smith  20.24 (2000) James Gash  20.35 (2014) 
Dave Kirton  20.47 (2013) Graeme Tate  20.49 (2013) 

Richard Lilleker 20.52 (2013). Steve Potter  20.56 (2002)  

Robert Lee  21.04 (2003) Steve Turner  21.05 (2013) 
Phil Meadows  21.05 (2009) Adam McManus 21.09 (2013) 

Ian Tyerman  21.12 (2005) Alex Hopper  21.20 (2013) 

Tony McGouran 21.21 (2001) Paul Potter  21.21 (2003) 

Andrew Ackerley 21.25 (2013) Andy Hutton  21.32 (2000) 
David Winn  21.32 (2013) Matty Cooper  21.33 (2013) 

Chris Wood  21.37 (2014) Simon Herr  21.38 (2013) 

Dan Smith  21.40 (2000)    Ellis Hutchinson  21.40 (2013) 
Guy McClements 21.42 (2014) John Carr  21.46 (2003) 

Ian Hutchinson  21.50 (2013) Richard Weatherill 21.56 (2013) 

Paul Christon  21.57 (2013) Mark Campbell  21.59 (2013) 
Richard Danks  22.03 (2013) Andy Blythe  22.10 (2003) 

Nick Smith  22.28 (2007)  Mike Rennison  22.28 (2009) 

Dave Williams  22.40 (2013) John Kelly Jr  22.41 (2013) 

Andy Wills  22.42 (2004) John Main  22.45 (2013) 
Bill Leaver  22.47 (2000) Paul Williams  22.49 (2013) 

Adam Cumbor  22.52 (2012) Paul Howe  22.53 (2010) 

John Price  22.57 (2001) Tim Swales  23.04 (2013) 
Tim Home  23.09 (2013) Ben Honeysett  23.23 (2013) 

Jonathan Quain  23.34 (2013) Arthur Puckrin  23.36 (2001) 



Chris Smith  23.38 (2002) James Meadows 23.44 (2013) 

Stewart Tanfield 23.46 (2013) Owen Taylor  23.52 (2014) 
Roger Davies  23.54 (2013) Steve Tilly  23.57 (2013) 

Bryan Bevis  23.59 (2003) Keith Alderson  24.02 (2013) 

Charlie Mace  24.03 (2013) Aaron Preston  24.08 (2013) 

Steve Murphy  24.10 (2014) Jonathan White  24.11 (2013) 
Tony Main  24.14 (2004) Mike Cole  24.17 (2013) 

Paul Tunnicliffe  24.20 (2013) Neil Mentier  24.22 (2013) 

Darren Pine  24.23 (2014) Toby Tanfield  24.30 (2014) 
Gary Tyerman  24.32 (2014) Andrew Kneeshaw 24.34 (2014) 

Ross Turner  24.43 (2013) John McGee  24.47 (2014) 

Roger Oldroyd  24.48 (2009) Joe Foley  25.15 (2014) 
Colin Moore  25.16 (2013) David Cole  25.17 (2014) 

Chris Roose  25.26 (2013) Bill Millen   25.34 (2005)  

John Kelly Snr  25.40 (2003) Shaun Joughin  25.46 (2013) 

John McGuigan  25.52 (2003) Andrew Howe  25.52 (2010) 
Norman Bielby  25.56 (2000) Luke Wilkinson  26.05 (2013) 

Chris Leonard  26.22 (2013) Brian Watson  26.24 (2013) 

John Talbot  26.44 (2014) Peter Rogers  27.13 (2014) 
Robin Stocks  27.21 (2013) Paul McGough  27.23 (2014) 

Denis Punshon  27.50 (2009) Brian Gleeson  28.10 (2000) 

John Kettle  28.13 (2013) Steve Binks  28.52 (2000) 
Dick Hatfield  29.39 (2013). John Blakey  30.06 (2013) 

Steve Jones  30.21 (2013) Richard Waller  33.34 (2013) 

 

Women 
Catherine Hare  23.34 (2000) Angela Ackerley 23.52 (2013) 

Tracey Fletcher  24.01 (2000)  Kimberley Walsh 24.38 (2000) 

Kendra White  24.45 (2003) Sandra Jemson  24.49 (2003) 
Tricia Bell  25.02 (2013) Katie Scott  25.04 (2013) 

Kath Blakey  25.13 (2013) Jen Milsom  25.48 (2002) 

Brenda Hare  26.07 (2001) Kay Stokes  27.11 (2014) 

Debbie Pine  27.12 (2014) Maureen Daniel  27.19 (2006)  
Joanne Roose  27.23 (2013) Rebecca Kirton  27.32 (2006) 

Erika Enisz  27.33 (2004) Vicki Howe  28.36 (2009) 

Katie Howe  29.20 (2010) Wendy Smith  29.56 (2004) 
Paige McLeod  30.00 (2013) Sandra Main  30.04 (2003) 

Sherry Binks  31.20 (2000) Barbara Kettle  31.53 (2014) 

Amanda Waller  32.17 (2013) Lesley Meadows 37.57 (2005) 
 

Tandem 



Paul Williams/Roger Davies  21.53 (2013) 

Stan Douthwaite/Maureen Daniel 24.48 (2013) 
Tony Main/Paige Mcleod  25.29 (2013) 

 

Penny Farthing 

Roger Davies    31.53 (2013) 
 

Unicycle 

Roger Davies    34.02 (2014) 
 

2 Up (records only) 

Male – Rob Carter and Dan Smith 18.31 (2013) 
 

Female – Angela Ackerley and Katie Scott 23.53 (2013) 

 

In the past few years the club membership has grown immensely and a lot of 
members will not know of the origins of the club since its formation in 1958. 

Below is an article first published in the Spokesman in 2008 regarding the 

clubs beginnings 
 

The Cleveland Wheelers in "The Olden Days" 

Dave Holden 
Fifty years ago cycling politics was in crisis. The National Cyclists Union, the 

governing body for road racing (often called "mass start" in those days) 

sensibly insisted that events should be held on closed roads.  

 
However apart from a few prestige events like the Isle of Man, and locally the 

Richmond Road Race, 'mass start' events usually meant riders getting dizzy 

racing round and round a trading estate until the officials ran out of fingers and 
toes to count the laps; then there was a problem keeping count of all those 

who'd been lapped on such a short circuit. This type of racing was a minority 

but growing interest at the time and the rival British League of Racing Cyclists 
was formed to run events which mixed riders up with traffic. The NCU 

promptly excommunicated the BLRC and its members. Meanwhile the RTTC 

had dropped its requirement for all black attire it but still required the first 

rider be pushed off well before the lark had staggered out of its nest. And track 
racing! That was something we just read about.  

  

Eventually, in 1959, they kissed and made up and the BCF came into 
existence. The other major cycling body at the time was the Cyclists Touring 

Club. Cycle touring was popular and arguably the CTC was the largest 



organised body of cyclists. Many cyclists started riding with the CTC before 

catching the racing bug. It was such a group of cyclists, members of the 
Redcar Section of the CTC, who started to dabble with racing and joined  

a variety clubs in order to participate in competitive events who eventually got 

together and founded The Cleveland Wheelers. 

 
We were reluctant to break away from the Redcar Section which was a great 

outfit to ride with. There were the regular Sunday club runs, plenty of hostel 

weekends, a full range of tourist trials and a weekly clubroom at Saltburn. 
Unfortunately though tensions started to develop, for instance we had trained 

for racing and that fed through to the pace of the club runs which started to  

fragment and a consensus grew that it would be better to separate. Hence the 
1958 meeting at Mrs. Thompson's tea room in Castleton where the Cleveland 

Wheelers was born.  

  

I found myself being nominated as chairman, and thinking that apart from 
keeping the committee meetings and the AGM in order not too much work 

would be involved I accepted. How wrong I was. Frank Lindstrom, sadly no 

longer with us, was elected secretary, largely because he owned a typewriter, 
but what an organising genius he turned out to be. The consensus view of the 

inaugural meeting was for the club to continue pretty much as before and to 

affiliate to whatever bodies were necessary to enable members to participate in 
any cycling discipline under the Cleveland Wheelers banner. It was a period  

when, probably due to the political turmoil, new specialist clubs were popping 

up like mushrooms and rotting down just as fast.  

  
The Cleveland Wheelers was to be different; it would facilitate all forms of 

cycling - and it was going to last.  

  
As a first step towards longevity we decided we needed a proper constitution 

and Frank and I dug up half a dozen specimens of club constitutions ranging 

from the CTC to one from a Working Men's Club and cherry picked and 

amended the best relevant bits to present to the committee. Bill Beattie was by 
then in business as a cycle dealer and Frank and I, who both shopped with him  

approached him to become a patron. He was pleased to accept and was a 

generous sponsor, ever ready to donate a prize or trophy. So Bill was on board 
almost from the very beginning and in 1961 he was elected president. 

 

The next step was to decide on a programme of events. First there were club 
events and we started modestly with a weekly series of 10's on a course 

between Marske and Lackenby. The idea of a Christmas morning 10 proved 



very popular and was timed to finish as the pub opened. Later came the 

organisation of open events and the rest, as they say, is history.  
 

We introduced a club BAR competition and to preserve the above ideals also 

introduced the Tourist trophy competition running our own version of the CTC 

events which ranged in distance from a "Rough Stuff" up to a 250 in 24. I had  
been the organiser of the CTC's 250 and carried it on. It started at Kirkleatham 

with an entry of six to twelve. The first stage took us to Corbridge where we 

had booked supper at a CTC pub. From there we rode up the Tyne Valley and 
on through Carlisle to Bothel for a 3am stop to eat our packed scran by some  

convenient benches on the village green. Then on through Keswick to Kendal 

to tackle the punishing climb across to Sedburgh where breakfast was booked 
at another CTC pub. Next came the long drag up to Garsdale Head before an 

easy run down through Wensleydale to our lunch stop at Leyburn.  

  

Afterwards - the last leg. Until now we had worked together but once through 
Northallerton with 230 miles in our legs, and with roast beef and Yorkshire 

Pudding sloshing round with jam roly poly and custard in our bellies we 

started watching each other; then on approaching the first col of the Ellerbeck 
Alps all hell broke loose and the peloton fractured never to reform. This event  

though, was the only one which had a 100% success rate; without the luxury 

of a support car the prospect of a lonely plod back from somewhere like 
Ambleside was a powerful incentive to keep going.  

  

Time trialing fifty years ago involved climbing out of bed in the early hours to 

ride to the event; there were no cars littering the start in those days. Most local 
events were held on the Stokesley courses and on entering the deserted High 

Street an unfamiliar rider would be guided to the race headquarters at the back 

of Mac & Larry's by the aroma of Ellimans Athletic Rub wafting down the 
road as riders anointed their legs against the chill morning air. On arrival we 

rebuilt our bikes, removing lamps, mudguards and saddle bags and fitting our 

racing wheels before trundling out to the start at Ben's Bridge. There was no 

need for a warm up spin before we got going.  
  

Fifty years ago the Sunday club run was a fundamental part of club life and 

one advantage of such early morning starts was that we would often all be 
finished in time to link up with it. Sometimes this was taken to extremes, for 

instance I can recall finishing a 50 at Stokesley and becoming one of a group 

doing bit & bit up Swaledale to meet the club at Tan Hill for lunch. The 
committee recognised the importance of attracting new members and when 

circumstances compelled me to retire from competition I started a junior 



section which flourished and on some Sundays I was shepherding upwards of 

twenty 11-13 year olds round the countryside as a preliminary to them joining 
the proper club runs and having a go at the 10's.  

  

Now when I help out with League 2000 I sometimes reflect how the wheel has 

turned a full circle. The constitution was amended to make a place for a junior 
representative on the committee and one who came through from being a 

junior representative was Mike Binks, who remained a prominent and 

influential member right up to the time of his tragic and untimely death.  
  

The Spokesman may be thirty two years old, but in 1960 the 'Cleveland 

Wheelers Newsletter" came into being. The club bought a hand duplicating 
machine and Frank & I were part of the editorial team. Frank cut the stencils 

on his typewriter, our kitchen table got covered with old newspapers while we 

inked the drum and cranked out the copies. Our finger ends would be stained 

black for about a week afterwards. On a recent rummage through the loft I 
have unearthed issues 2-7. 

Finally a couple of short extracts from early newsletters:  

 
 

ARE YOU STILL A MEMBER?  

The club financial year is from October 1st to September 30th. Members have 
until December 31st to renew their subscriptions. If you have not renewed 

yours YOU ARE NO LONGER A MEMBER.  

The rates are:- 7/6 per Senior member  

5/- per Junior over 16  
3/6 per Junior under 16 (No.2....Feb 1961)  

  

CLUB'S FIRST OPEN WIN  
June 18 was the Racing Section's Red Letter Day . Our 25 mile specialist Dave 

Marquis scored his first open win with a time of 1-1-18 on the Catterick 

course. On a far from easy day he had a 2 second margin over the scratch man 

J.T.Sykes of Huddersfield Wheelers. A very strong northwest wind made the 
going difficult, especially on the last four miles. (No.5.....Sep 1961) 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



                    
 

CLUB OFFICIALS 2013/2014 

 
President  Norman Bielby 

 

Vice-Presidents  Dave Holden, Frank Bradley 
 

Chairman  Mike Cole, 185 Eagle Park, Marton, TS8 9QU  

Tel: 01642 318886 

 

General Secretary Graeme Tate, 17 Newton Road, Great Ayton  

TS9 6BS Tel: 01642 724506 

 

Social Secretary  Bryan Bevis, 13 Thames Avenue, Guisborough  

   Tel 01287 633087 

 

Membership Secretary  Dave Kirton 6 Glenue Close, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, 

TS7 0QN 01642 510161/07703331831 
 davekirton74@gmail.co.uk 

 

Treasurer Maureen Daniel, 4 Cliff Tce, Liverton Mines, Saltburn Tel 

01287 640249 

 

Racing Secretary   Marcus Smith, 14 Marton Gill, Saltburn 

 

Youth Development Officer Josef George, 12 Oak Road, Guisborough 

 

Committee Members  Clive Thornton, Steve Murphy, Derek George, Bill Millen, 

Steve Tilley, Steve Binks, Shaun Joughin 
 

Spokesman Team Shereen Binks, Steve Binks, Clive Thornton 

 

Web site editor  John Kelly, 58 The Avenue, Nunthorpe 

Tel 01642 313285 

www.clevelandwheelers.com 

http://www.facebook.com/clevelandwheelers 

Spokesman is the official magazine of Cleveland Wheelers and is devoted to the well-

being of the club. If you have any articles or adverts that you would like including 

please contact Steve or Sherry, stephen_binks@sky.com 

mailto:stephen_binks@sky.com

