
 

 

The Big Ring 
The newsletter of Cleveland Wheelers CC- issue no.2 

Well we’ve survived until the second issue at least!  No calls from the gaffer Mike Cole to 

halt publication... yet.  After the first issue I got a really nice email from Dave Holden one of 

the founder members of the club.  Dave’s email is in this edition and provides a really good 

link between the past and the present, think you’ll agree.  

There’s a few things to tell you about in this issue, but before that just a quick mention for the 

Klondike Grand Prix, good to see a new race in the area and great to see two Cleveland 

Wheelers Harry and Charlie Tanfield doing so well riding for their race teams, Harry 3rd 

overall and Charlie winning the King of the Mountains. 

Enjoy the read. 

Chat from the Chair. 

 

Cleveland Wheelers has in the time that I have been a member grown from a matter of a few 
dozen to the 300 plus members that we now get year on year. Whilst I do not claim to be the 
reason for this growth! Sir Brad and all of the cycling athletes and their collective 
performances are responsible for the popularity in cycling which we are benefitting from. A 
club of this size would not function without an army of volunteers. We have a club 
committee, coaches, ride leaders, race and event organisers and many others who give a 
massive amount of time for the benefit of others.  

Because of our size we need to have some structure and have some discipline in our 
activities so it is with some sadness I was made aware of issues on a recent club organised 
Northallerton 50. The club expects riders to abide by the rules of the road at all times and if a 
fellow rider has problems to stop and offer assistance. Our ride leaders have received first 
aid training so can if aware offer help. The committee will for the good of all members look at 
the organisation of large group rides and most certainly make changes for subsequent 
events which inevitably will not please everyone but the safety of all is our number one 
concern. I would therefore ask that everyone rides with consideration for all other riders and 
road users. 

Mike Cole.  



 

 

 

The Past and Present 

 
 

I found the first issue of The Big Ring most interesting and it alerted me to look up the club's 
new constitution, now updated for the 21st century. 

 
As a founder member in 1958; its first chairman and the inky fingered editor of the duplicated 
original club newsletter it is good to see that the club continues to move forward with an 
unchanged ethos.   Cleveland Wheelers was formed out of a conflict between the "pure" 
tourist members of the Redcar CTC and those of us who wanted to dabble in racing without 
dispersing between other racing clubs.  It was a time when there was conflict between 
governing bodies at national level and consequently local "pure" racing clubs were springing 
up all over the place and dying after a short time. 
 
I was co-author of the original constitution (in conjunction with the late Frank Lindstrom, our 
first secretary and workaholic organising genius) and we wanted set up a constitution for a 
Club that would LAST.  Realising that irrespective of any racing success we needed to keep 
the interest of non racing members we wrote one that would commit the club to cater for all 
aspects of cycling and for members of all abilities.  
 
Recognising that the non competitive aspects of cycling, the club run, social and novelty 
events, plus achievable challenges (e.g. tourist trials) were all globs of a glue that would hold 
the club together the original committee set up such a programme.  It worked; and it was 
most gratifying for me to be able to be present at its 50th birthday celebration and today, as I 
enter my 87th year, I'm hoping to still be around for the 60th. 
 
Although I now need a flat road to enable my creaky knees to power a full circuit of the 
cranks my memory testifies to the Chimney Bank being harder than Blakey.  Also in the 
Lakes the first time I went over Hard Knott Pass it was unsurfaced, but even after it was 
made up it still defeated me - but Hey! bikes were heavier in those days and I was in touring 
mode with a saddle bag and mudguards.  That's my excuse anyway. 
 
In conclusion I would like to wish the Wheelers future success as its members continue to 
back up the hardworking and forward thinking officials, past and present, who have built the 
club up to its present strength from such a small beginning. 

Dave Holden 

 

 

 



 

 

365 

 

You may have noticed a tab on the website that just says ‘365’?  ‘What could this be?’ you 
might be wondering?  Well it’s been lurking there for a while waiting to stir into action and 
with our Mountain Challenge rides not too far away it will soon be going live.  The 365 refers 
to the Killer Route and the idea that though we attempt it only once a year it is there every 
day of the year for those who want to really challenge themselves.  Hopefully over time 
people will post their times to create a list of ‘Completers’.  My initial plan was to do this on 
trust but others in the club have suggested that all times should be authenticated by some 
bloke called ‘Strava’.  I don’t know who this fella is but you will notice that my time is on 
there, though it was authenticated by Andy Curson, Dave Kirton and Rob Carter who I rode 
round with on the Mountain Challenge last year and are happy to vouch for me, I think?  So 
I’m happy to go with an arrangement like this for others. 

Another part of the idea behind this was to stake a claim for the hardest 100k or so in the UK 
and taking in Street, Caper Hill, Rosedale Chimney, and Blakey Bank among many others I 
think it takes some beating.  So I wanted to encourage people to travel from afar to do it and 
then send me a time.  Current ’record holder’ is Robin Bergstrand with an impressive 3.37 
which is there to be shot at.  So if you want to have a go at Robin’s time, or just get round 
(which is no easy task) a map of the route, a description from me and anyone that’s 
recorded a time so far are all on there, just click on 365. 

Paul C 

 

Club Run Update from Dave K 

Hi club runners. Just to note that we now have an additional medium group departing at 
10am Saturday and Sunday at the same time as the steady group. Please review the times 

below. These groups are all dependent on who turns up of course. If you’re a faster rider 
heading out with a steadier group then make sure you adhere to the speed set for that 

group. Thanks, Dave K 
 

Steady group: 25-35 miles @ 14-15mph.  10am Sat and Sun 
 

Medium (flatter rides) group: 40-60 miles @ 16-17mph.  10am Sat and Sun. 
 



 

 

Medium (hillier rides) group: 40-60 miles @16-17mph.  09.30am Sunday. 
 

Fast (no mercy) group: 60-80 miles at 18-19mph.  09.30am Sunday. 

 

From Cr@p to Crit 

Club member Michael Penketh is sharing his pain with us in his ‘vlog’ where he tells us 
about his journey to transform himself into a ruthless well oiled racing machine, here’s the 

link via his Facebook post, please have a look. 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/257968937952619/permalink/319452748470904/    

 

Upcoming Events 

For a full round up of events over the year it’s worth checking the club calendar 
https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/club/club-calendar/  

Here are a few early things to think about though that might appeal to a wide range of club 
members. 

 30/4/17 9.30am Chimney Challenge social ride – ride up Chimney Bank without 
falling off!  We’ll lead you out and make sure you get back.  

 4/5/17 – Evening Series Time Trials start – Thursdays 6.30pm April – August.  Look 
out for the email about how to enter this long running series. 

 28/5/17 – Mountain Challenge rides – 9am start – test yourself over one of 3 
challenging iconic routes, the one constant is the dreaded Caper Hill! 

 

The Final Kirton! 

 

Now then, it’s me Dave again!  I’ll start with a letter I received last week from a young lad 

called Shaun O’Shea.  It goes ‘Dear Uncle Dave, how come I get into all sorts of trouble 

when I bring a new bike into the household, yet you seem to sneak bikes in all the time and 

get away with it!?’ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/257968937952619/permalink/319452748470904/
https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/club/club-calendar/


 

 

I’m not sure why he thinks I’m his uncle but I’ll try and help him anyway, after all that’s what 

I’m here for!  It’s all about playing the long game Shaun, simply buying a new bike and 

bringing it straight into the household is a schoolboy error, if you don’t mind me saying?  

Rather than just trying to ‘get away with it’ show some patience.  It all starts with the build up, 

casually leave a few web pages open with adverts for top of the range machines, a £7,000 

offering from a niche German make like Storck, with the option of a £2,000 upgrade for a 

pair of Lightweight wheels, something like that.   

Then you enter what I call the ‘First Kirton Konfusion’ phase.  This is where you bring in all 

sorts of variables into the picture – bikes, frames, groupsets, components etc. talking a lot 

and boring people seems to work well here and because all of these are cheaper than the 

bike on the webpage the relief from your loved one gives you a window of opportunity.   

This is where you need to strike, don’t muck about just ‘add to cart’ before that window 

closes.  It’s important not to be too greedy and take liberties, taking liberties takes time, 

that’s my mantra, your thrift will also be appreciated and admired by your loved ones.  So 

best to opt for a bike with a second string groupset and wheels, get it nicely settled in then 

plan the next stage.  This preliminary work is known as the ‘I’m actually saving us money’ 

phase, it’s where hearts and minds are won. This is where you source your Dura Ace, Red 

groupset or smart wheels in a sale, already saving maybe 30%.  Not only that you will be 

effectively making your recent purchase an improved bike, probably worth at least another 

£1,000 and what’s more the subsequent downgrades as you relegate all the components 

down through the rest of your bike fleet increases the value of all these machines too.   

This movement of components and re ordering of bikes is called the ‘Second Kirton 

Konfusion Phase’, so much is going on that people can’t follow it, often become glassy eyed 

when you explain it in fact.  And that completes the operation!  In fact having just written all 

that down I’ve convinced myself that it is actually all true, it’s just unfortunate for me that 

Rebecca normally susses me out somehow! 

Cheerio 

Dave 

 

Future issues 

The next issue will go out at the end of June.  If you’d like to include anything in the next 

issue please email it to Paul Christon pwchriston@googlemail.com.  The only rules are that 

it has to be quite brief (300 words max) and relevant to the club in some way. 

mailto:pwchriston@googlemail.com

