
 

 

The Big Ring 
The newsletter of Cleveland Wheelers CC- issue no.4 

Welcome to issue number 4.  At this time of year with the nights drawing in and road season 

coming to a close it’s tempting to start winding down, but as you can see from the upcoming 

events there’s plenty still happening, so best keep in shape as there’s nothing more keenly 

fought than the Freewheeling competition! 

Thanks to the people who got back to me with feedback after the last edition.  It was on the 

whole positive and we have taken on board some of those suggestions for improvement.  It 

does rely though on people submitting stuff, so if you want to see something written about 

that we don’t cover why not give it a go yourself? 

Finally there was a lot of good feedback about the Final Kirton and a few people asked ‘does 

Dave really write it?’  Well I’m pleased to confirm that he does, he does send it to me to tidy 

up his gramma, or ‘grandma’ as he calls it, but other than that I can confirm that it is all his 

own work! 

Enjoy the read. 

Chat from the Chair. 

 

In my last chat I invited any interested members to get involved and help out. I am pleased 

to say that we will be supporting a member to be a British Cycling Level 2 coach with the aim 

of helping out on our Monday night coaching sessions for junior and senior members. If you 

are interested in helping in any way please get in touch. 

On a similar vein our Evening Time Trial and Hill Climb Series is rapidly heading towards the 

end of another successful series. The 22 events have been well supported by both riders 

and volunteers who run the nights, type up the results, sort out the handicap positions time 

and push off! A big public thank you must go to Colin Moore, Dave Kirton, John Main, Steve 

Tilly, John Kelly, Bill Millen, Ian Hutchinson and Derek George and all of the on the night 

marshals with whom it couldn’t go ahead.  

 Mike Cole.  



 

 

 

Youth Development with Josef 

 

Slightly different from last time I’ve only been in the newsletter for 2 editions and I’m already 

expanding! First up is my: 

Youth Section 

League 2000 is now finishing for this year’s season, the presentation is on Friday October 

6th 2017 at 7pm at Nunthorpe Academy School. 

Cleveland Wheelers Youth Coaching has now restarted as of September 4th. We are on 

every Monday from then until Monday December 11th. 6:00pm - 7:30pm, £3 per session. 

Updates will be posted on our website and Facebook pages if there are any cancellations 

due to weather. 

To add to this, we have a Halloween themed coaching night on Monday 30th and our 

Christmas Party and Coaching Awards Night on December 11th. More information about 

these to follow. 

Adult coaching restarts on Monday October 2nd, 7:30pm - 9:00pm. £4 per session. 

Also can people remember to check our Youth Coaching and Adult Coaching Tabs? They 

can be found on our website, clevelandwheelers.com hover over the 'Coach Tab' from there 

Youth Coaching and Adult Coaching information needed can be found as well as a ‘contact 

us’ section, which will come straight to me. 

In addition to this soon to be added will be our new 'Track Coaching Tab' to go with our 

Track sessions run by our Track Coach Richard Carter. These sessions are on Saturdays 

10:00am - 11:00am, £5 per session. If you have your own track bike feel free to bring it, if 

not hire bikes are available. These are open to everyone from all ages and abilities. Updates 

will be posted on our website and Facebook pages if there are any cancellations due to 

weather. 

On The Road 

This is my new section where I want to highlight some of our youth's achievements and 

accomplishments whether they are just taking part in other events or have been victorious in 

other non Cleveland Wheeler competitions. 

http://clevelandwheelers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153389256028595&set=a.438243983594.218994.647258594&type=3&source=11&referrer_profile_id=647258594


 

 

Below are some photos of Euan Sanderson (CW Kit & Orange Bike) and Lewis Dolan 

(Black, White and Red Kit & White Bike) who took part and competed in the National Youth 

Cycling Championship 10 Mile Time Trial for the G.H.S Trophy on September 9th 2017 at 

Peterborough. They both qualified for the event and Euan came home in 58th place at 24:47 

with Lewis in 68th place at 25:30, an excellent result by both, well done. 

Also, at the NECCL Cyclo Cross Round 1 Event at Hetton, Daniel Thompson came home in 

1st place in his respective race. Photo also below. 

If any parents or youths want their experiences or results of other non Cleveland Wheeler 

events to be added in please get in touch with me Josef and I’ll aim to include them. 

 

Cheers 

Josef 

 



 

 

The AGM 

The club's AGM will be held on Wednesday 27th September, 19:30 for 19:45 at the usual 
venue of St. Joseph's Church Hall in Stokesley. 
 
Items on the agenda so far include: 
 

 A change to the club's banking policy to allow "single signature" 

 A proposal to use a portion of the club's income to subsidise activities such as kids & 
adult training. 

 
If anyone has any other items that they wish to add to the agenda please send them to 
secretary@clevelandwheelers.com before 20th September. 
 
It's customary to adjourn to the pub for a few drinks after the meeting. 
 
See you all there! 
 
Steve Tilly 

Club Runs 

One of the great things about cycling clubs, or our club at least, is that new people join more 
or less every week and alongside this others move on to pastures new.  This is what keeps 
the club moving, with new people comes new expectations and, hopefully, new skills to draw 
on from those that join us.  The club run is often a new member’s first experience of a club, 
the first thing they actively do with other members and, in some cases, a opportunity to put 
something back into the club by helping lead a ride. 

So it’s vital that we get this right.  Every once in a while it makes sense to review it to make 
sure all the things that we need to think about get thought about and we have a selection of 
runs that cover all abilities.  So that is what we’ve just done, thanks to Dave Kirton and Nick 
Smith for leading on this.  Things haven’t changed too much, maybe just a case of drawing 
people back to what was agreed 2 or 3 years ago when we last reviewed it, along with 
establishing who is currently available to lead or co lead rides. The only practical change 
made is that all rides now start at 9.30 on Saturdays and Sundays – full details are on the 
website and Facebook pages along with the Ride Guide which was written by club members.  

https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/community/club-runs-holder/ride-guide/ 

 

Upcoming Events 

For a full round up of events over the year it’s worth checking the club calendar 
https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/club/club-calendar/  

Here are a few things to think about though that might appeal to a wide range of club 
members. 

 Sunday 24th September, Castleton 50 Challenge Ride, meet 9am at Middlesbrough 

Sports Village (remember that this finishes at Castleton so if you ride back it’s more 

mailto:secretary@clevelandwheelers.com
https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/community/club-runs-holder/ride-guide/
https://clevelandwheelers.com/root/club/club-calendar/


 

 

like 70, oh and you will need to factor in the climb of Castleton Bank on tired legs and 

a belly full of scones from the end of route cafe stop) 

 Wednesday 27th September, club AGM – details in Steve’s article 

 Sunday 1st October, CW Clay Bank Hill Climb.  First rider off at 10am, if you enjoy 

watching people in excruciating pain this is good event to watch! If you want to enter 

it you have my condolences 

 Friday 13th October, CW Bring and Buy Sale, Stokesley Town Hall, doors open at 

7pm.  Pick your way through an impressive array of cycling bric a brac, if you are 

looking for a nearly new set of brake blocks or a well worn rock hard 1990’s saddle at 

a bargain price this is where you need to be. 

 Sunday 15th October, CW host round 6 of Cyclo Cross North East at Middlesbrough 

Sports Village, 10.30 start. 

 Sunday 5th November, CW Freewheeling Competition, 10am, Stone Stoup Hill, 

Ingleby Greenhow.  An opportunity to win a trophy without expending any energy 

before you set off you fireworks and burn the contents of your shed on the evening.  

 

 

The Final Kirton! 

 

 

As I was writing this I noticed the Castleton 50 Challenge Ride on the events calendar sitting 

there just above my head!  I actually think of this as the Castleton Road Race, even though 

I’ve been told not to loads of times as it isn’t a race, just a ride where you have to average 

12.5mph.  Anyway I actually felt a tear in my eye as I momentarily took myself back to the 

2013 event, the scene of my finest cycling achievement as I rode a great tactical race, sorry I 

mean event, to put my opponents into difficulty on the final descent and take victory. I put my 

hands in the air to celebrate before popping into the cafe for a deserved slap up feed!  My 

finish certificate sits proudly in its frame on my living room wall, in fact I’m looking at it now. 

But then I remembered a less happy moment   I’ll briefly take you back to the Mountain 

Challenge in the May of that year as my ‘friend’ Paul Christon callously attacked me on 

Blakey Bank, leaving me to slog back to the finish on my own.  I was unable to match his 

impressive display of power as he propelled himself to 5mph (to rub salt into the wound he 

snapped up the last scone in Suggits). A minor setback as we were in a season long battle 



 

 

to win the much coveted Senior Tourist Trophy, ‘I will deal him a fatal blow’ I thought, as he 

looked back and smirked as he saw me in difficulty? 

The next date with destiny was the Rough Stuff.  Our friendship was tested once more as 

before the start he grassed me up to Head Commissaire Bevis for a mudguard that, he 

claimed, didn’t meet the criteria to gain me a critical extra point.  To my disbelief his view 

was upheld!  Infuriated by this I put in an early attack on the Turkey Nab climb calculating 

that he might crack and fail to sustain the required 4.5 mph average speed over the 13.5 

mile course, not get his certificate, and so leave me in pole position to win the trophy.  It all 

seemed so simple. 

I don’t know why I’m writing this really as it makes me look a fool, but I went momentarily off 

course and despite being in superb physical shape and with my huge engine room purring to 

powerfully turn the cranks I couldn’t get back the time and missed the 3 hour cut off by 10 

minutes.  I arrived at the top of Stone Stoup Hill to see Christon (we weren’t on first name 

terms by that point) talking to Bevis while gleefully looking at his wrist watch.  Imagine my 

despair when I looked at the list of starters to see ‘no certificate’ written next to my name, a 

technical DQ!   

My dreams were in tatters and I had to re focus my season around a strong performance in 

the Speed Judging where, unfortunately, I also failed to get the most out of myself, finishing 

a distant 7th out of 8 competitors.   The CW dinner dance, incorporating the awards 

ceremony, was a painful experience for me that year.  But as I sat there watching others 

walk up to get their trophies I knew that the memory of the Castleton 50 victory would be 

with me forever, whereas those trophies would have to be given back.   

Cheerio 

Dave 

 

 

Future issues 

The next issue will go out just before Christmas.  If you’d like to include anything in the next 

issue please email it to Paul Christon pwchriston@googlemail.com.  The only rules are that 

it has to be quite brief (300 words max) and relevant to the club in some way. 

mailto:pwchriston@googlemail.com

